PM: Only the people
can guarantee safety
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues:
Malaysians are the only ones
who can guarantee the coun-
try’s racid stability by ensur-
ing that’ the present govern-
ment continues to be in

power -

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said it is not up to him but the
people to provide security for
non-Muslims. - )

“But some non-Muslims
want to play with fire without
wanting to get hurt’ They
think they can support this
kind of people and get away .

“You can see that by sup-

porting the wrong kind of
ideas, you can get very hurt.
If people want instability,
then they can support them,”
he said after opening the
Malaysian Structural Steel
Association Convention 2000.

Mahathir was asked to
comment on the killing of the
two hostages by Al Ma unah
members "before surrender-
ing on Thursday after hold
ing security forCes in Sauk,
near Kuaa Kangsar, a bay
for five days.

~ One gang member was
killed in"an earlier crossfire
while th%group was holed up
in Sauk after & daring weap-
ons heist a two Grik army
camps in northern Perak five
days earlier. o

He believes that the killing
of thehostages, notably non-
gl/llusl tl) msh was don(taJ é r]tenéld on-

the grou ieved to
beyac%{ ng u_%der I?[he influence
of hate politics. )

“This is the ultimate
result. They create hatred for

»

Security of non-Muslims also in their hands

the Goxffrnment so that peo-
le will support them -and
ate the Government but
eventualy they can't control
the hate. _
“Once you start playin

around with this kind o
thing, it isgoing to cometo a
stage where we lose control,”

he said, reassuring non-Mus-
lims that the incident was not

art of Isam but a deviant
eaching.

“Asl wdatyesterday, I'm
quite sure that there will be
Pe_ople who will try to support

his group by explaining that
their intention was good and

that they were misled.”

He aso denied that the

Broup had demanded for
atuk Seri Anwar |brahim to
be set free.

He was aso asked to com-
ment on arecent Far Eastern
Economic Review report spec-
ulating political uncertainty

and in-fighting in Umno dur-
ing the post-Mahathir Malay-
sia

“1 don't think so. We're
puttmlg in place the neces-
sary [eadership and struc-
turés to ensure that the devel-
opment of the country will
continue and remain stable.”
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