
PM explains need to

Anwar Ibrahim from govern-
ment and Umno is still an issue
at the party general assembly
because some people “still have
difficultv believing the facts”.

Many have problems accept-
ing the reason for Anwar’s
removal from Umno. nartv nresi-
dent and Prime Mm&e< Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad told
a press conference.

He said they seemed to think
Anwar  was unjustly dealt with
and that his black eye was the
result of the government in-
structing that he should be beat-
en.

“Because of that. there is a
feeling that Umno has not been
as just and fair, and that this has
led to some members supporting
the Opposition, causing a split in
the Malay ranks.

“So, we have to try and ex-
plain to them the truth, so that
they can believe and see suff-
cient evidence that it is not poli-
tics which caused him to be
removed but his immoral char-

Speaking at the end of the
first day of the assembly, Ma-
hathir said such behaviour is
unacceptable in Malaysia, and
certainly not among the leaders,
although it may be a natural
thing in European societies.

Asked why after two years,
the Anwar  issue is still being dis-
cussed at the party assembly, he
said the issue was actually con-
sidered closed.

“But we found that during
last year’s general election, the
opposition parties used it exten-
sively, especially the photograph
of Anwar’s  black eye, and we
cannot ignore the effect.

“We can’t just close our book
as if this is not hatmenina when
the fact remains <hat some peo-
ple are still affected by that pho-
tograph,” he said.

Asked if he has proof that
PAS actuallv knew about An-
war’s behaviour before he him-
self did, Mahathir said PAS lead-
ers had given Anwar specific
derogatory nicknames.
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