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K&LA ~UMPTJR, W e d :
Prime Minister D&k Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad has
nopersonalknowledgeonthe
sodomy allegations against
Datuk Serf Anwar Ibrahim.
th&HSghT~  court was told

k&hathi?sopinionwillbe
l&d On. hearsay evidence

andas&ich,heireednottake
the stand as a defence wit-
ness, said senior’ DPP Datuk

'Atniu3GaniPatail.
"whysho~yl$thevi~wsof

thePrimeMmster
tant?Asofficersof~2e~%

we should not take the Prime
Minister’s views but to only
consider hard evidence,” he
submitted.

He said even if Mahathir
testifies he does not believe
Anwar  committed sodomy,.
the prosecution wiB still con-
tinue to prcisecute the former
deputy prime minister

“Our case is based on cold,
hard facts and not hearsay
evidence,” he said, adding
there is nothing to link Maha-
thir directly to the defence’s
allegation that the evidence
a$inst Anwar was fabricat-

‘Gani said the defence has

to only prove the conspiracy
of fabricating the evidence
and nothing else.

“A political conspiracy to
topple Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim is not relevant here.
There are other quorum to
resolve that, but not in this
court,” he added.

Earlier, lawyer Karpal
Singh submitted that Maha-
thir’s affidavit in reply (to
Anwar’s affidavit)  showed he
is d material witness and
ought to be called.

He said Mahathir needs to-
be questioned on the new
alleged sodomy evidence (of
Anwar and Azizan Abu

Baker)  stated in his affidavit
as it. was never adduced in
court.

He said this would relate
to the credibilitv of Azizan,
who is the main-prosecution
witness, as he had never men-

tioned such evidence.
“Relevancy does not only

mean to SUDDOI? the evidence
-of the defer%% but also to con-
tradict the evidence of the
prosecution,” he argued.

- He said Mahathir also has
to be questioned on the
Special Branch reports be re-
ferred to when making a
press conference in 1997,  say-
ing that the allegations

against Anwar  were k3eiesS.
Mahathir has ‘to be asked

on why he strongly concluded
the allega.tions~.were  a mere
bid by certain quarters who
were unhappy with Anwar as
his successor, he said.

“We have the risht to ask
him what ‘was in &e report
and who am the people un-
happy with Anwar.”

Further hearing of. the
submisgions  was postponed
to Friday as Karpal has
another case to attend in.
MUar

However, the trial wiu con-
tinue tomorrow with evi-
dence from other witnesses.
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