Rumours aimed at ‘killing’ foes
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Rival groups ‘in Umno threaten to disrupt party unity even as Mahathir pushes for consolidation
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KUALA LUMPUR: Riva
groups in Umno have, in
recent months, been spread-
ing rumours to discredit
thar wlitica enemies. even
& their presdent Dauk Seri
Dr-Mahathir Mohamad turns
his attention to rejuvenating
the country’s dominant polit-
ical party )

Unwit |n?ly.these factions
have been feeding the oppos-
tion with potent ammunition
tha is proving very useful for
PAS, which has made some
inroads by attracting young
professionals. It is  this
ammunition that the prime
minister has set about to
defuse. .

A key element in Maha-
thir’s strategic campaign Is
. the recruitment of fresh
faces into the party com-
mand, to cut off the power
s_truggle among the estab-
lished groups which are
intent on seeing their “politi-
cal enemies” fall in favour of
someone younger, if not,
their own candidates.

In their current fractious
mood, the intra-party cliques
have forgotten the threat
posed by PAS, a situation
which Mahathir wants to
take by the horns, going by
his arinouncement yesterday
that he will concentrate on
party affairs. Some Umno
members are fixated instead
on “ questioning the credibi-
lity” of leaders whom they
feél have been too long in
their ~ postions.

A sign of the troubled
waters in Umno appeared
this week when a locd Malay
daily splashed the picture of
Pahang Mentri Besar Datuk

Adnan Yaakob on its front
page, with the news tha he is
exsptaected to relinquish his
post. . .

~ Speculation of this nature
is not easy to brush aside,
particularly” because much of
what appeared before have
tured out to be true

Take for example former
Malacca Chief Minigter Tan
Sri Abdul Rahim Thamby
Chik. Rumours of a scandal
tha were plaved un by, a daily
turned out to become the most
severe test the senior Umno
leeder was to face )

Former Selangor Mentri
Besar Tan Sri Muhammad
Muhd Taib faced a similar
fate when he was rumoured
to be the next to be axed, and
the news wes dso played up

a daly

But in the case of Adnan,
hardly had the day passed
before Mahathir announc
his appointment as Pahang
Umno chairman, a position
Adnan hdd before the Umno
general asambly lest June.

Adnan took over from
Information Minister Tan Sri
Khalil Yaskob, who sad that
he had wanted to relinquish
the post since last month but
only had the chance to do s
now.

Mahathir's  announce-
ment, made after he chaired
last Monday's medting of the
Umno preme Council,
came as a uprise to rumour
mongersin therival factions
of the paty a dtate level.

Mahathir said Adnan was
appointed to the post “to give
him more credibility” - a
statement read by observers
asamoveto givé Adnan full
power over political, econo-
mic and administrative mat-
ters_in the date

The rumours of Adnan’s
exit as mentri besar appar-

ently beglan_ after he changed
some policies pertaining to
the state’s economic direc-
tion after a closed-door meet-
ing between corporate fig-
ures in Pahang and the stafe
government.

Insders sad Adnan’s ha-
dling of several state econo-
mic “projects did not go down
well ‘with certain leaders in
the dae

They said Adnan’s app-
roach has led to “some ero-
sion of power - political and
economic - for certain-lead-
ers in the state”, causing a
head-on confrontation bet-
ween the factions.

Oneinsider said: “Adnan
was disillusioned with the
performance of several sub-
sidiaries of the State Econ-
omic Development Corpora-
tion (SEDC). which were not
only ‘dom% ‘badly but wiping
out” even the pad-up capitd.

“It is absurd to see even a
second board listed company
recording losses.”

_ Some state party leaders
sad that Adnan needed “full
political power” to ride over
the economic_ turmoil, not
jus  adminisrative  power.

“A mentri besar makes
decisions on state matters.
but there are certain matters
which need a political deci-
sion and this, a mentri besar
canot do unless he holds the
date chief's  poition.

“Adnan was not effective
when he was not the state
Umno chigf becaise dae eco-
nomic subsidiaries are, a-
though economic in nature
and outlook, highly political.
The appointments of direc-
tors and cetan decisons are
based on_political considera-
tions. -

“Decisions based on politi-
cd grounds need to be made

in certain situations and
Adnan just cannot do it if he
iS not sae chief too.

“Adnan fits the bill as a
younger generation leader
because he is still young, al-
though _he is above 40, and is
also _a graduate,” said a
senior"Umno source.

While Adnan’s appoint-
ment makes him more power-
ful, an indder sad, he had to
dep on severd toes dong the
way He will have to ded” with
the reactions. he added.

Rumour mills from among
the rivd factions ae worki
overtime, spreading news o
a_purported lig of [eaders ex-
pected to be axed for Wronggs
ranging from sex scandals to
corruption.. o
~ The factions see this is the
right time to create doubts
about their enemies, since
Mahathir wants to clean up
the paty and bring in leaders

who can contribute new idess
and new approaches, .
S party Insiders see it,
Mahathir is on the lookout
for young leaders who are
dean” in every , who do
not take political position as
avehicle to make money but

indead to save the party, the

. people and _count

hen AZlina Othman, a 36-
year old lavyer who is a_ vocd
champion of women's rights,
was gppointed to the Supreme
Council, Umno factions
thought they could see what
was_on Mahathirs mind.

_ Their feelings were con-
firmed when the prime min-
iser appointed a young den
tist. Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo,
a Mentri Besar of Selangor.

The resignation of Datuk
Seri Abu Hassan Omar as
mentri besar ealy lag  month
- after rumours of asex scan-
dal were raised - was trum-
peted as the firg of a series of
changes of state leaders.

At least two other mentrii
besar and a chief minister
have been mentioned as pur-

orted candidates for rem-

d, party  Sources.

Another name that has
been in the air is that of
Negri Sembilan Mentri Besar
Tan Sri |saSamad. .

Word has been going
around since the last Umno

enerd asembly that he had
dlen out of favour, sy paty
sources. _

In Isa’s case, there is no
poison-pen lefter, no news or
photograph on the Internet,
no motions moved in branch
or divison meetings. .

For hisrivalsit is enough
that 1sa has been the Mentri
Besar for four terms. His
recent reappointment to the
Posl was not smooth, for the

ederal government had to
sep in.
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