Closer
ties with .

teachers,,

IPOH, Tues: The government
will get closer to teachers and
students, who have been
instigated by politica ele-
ments, to understand their
rea problems,

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said he will meet teacher
leaders, Cuepacs leaders and
teachers. )

“We can and will try to
contact most of the teachers
but we have close to 300,000,
he told reporters after
launching Teachers Day cele-
brations today

Mahathir said even if he
cannot meet al the teachers,
he will trv to meet some of
them as well as their leaders.

“We have to contact these
teachers and find out their
problems. What are the rea
sons which compel them to
pawn our_children’'s future.”

He said the government
has no desire to resort to
indiscriminate disciplinary
action against teachers :
except in extreme cases.

“Teachers should have no
problems with the govern-
ment. We have treated them
very well and have even paid
them salaries for posts which
did not exist. What else must
we do?’ ] -

Groups with vested politi-
cal interests which had insti-
gated teachers and students
we(rje the ones to blame, he
said.

Mahathir, who was once
Education Minister, said the
ruling party should aso hold
meetings ~ with  students,
including those in universi-
ties who had been misled by
these groups, to correctdthe
situation.,

He noted that these groups
are ready to persuade stu-
dents to take active part in
politics and used them to can-
vass for votes, spread dander
and hold demonstrations.

“Thisis aloss to us. We are
the government party and
have no intention to resort to
such things even though we
have the power which we can
use to advance our own inter-
ests,” he said.
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