
sON l$l~lf~u$s  Internet .portal  for SMIs.
KUCHING, tr-
net mortal  should be set un  to
allow small- and medium-
scale industries (SMIsl  to be-
nefit from e-commerce and
market their products, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said.

He said the SMIs  can form
a comoanv which would man-
age the  portal for a small fee.

In this way.  the SMIs  can
expand their market and
compete with the big compa-
nies in e-commerce. he said
after chairing the 10th Natio-
nal Information Technology
Council (NITC) meeting here.

Mahathir said the portal
for SMIs  was one of the new
approaches discussed at the
meeting.

He said at present, only big
companies can afford to mar-
ket their oroducts  and ser-
vices through the Internet,
adding that the small budgets
of SMIs  prevent them from
venturing into e-commerce.

He, however, cautioned the
SMIs,  saying they must -en-
sure they can supply the ser-
vices or nroducts  before ven-
turing into  e-commerce as
their reputation would be af-
fected if they fall short of the
standards.

He exnlained  that if many
companies create their own
portals, there would be too
manv for Malavsia and thev
may not be managed properly.

Mahathir also explained
that the government could
not afford to keep tabs on all
activities related to e-com-
merce and would not impose
restrictions to advertise
goods and services.

“We also fear that if we try

to impose restrictions, they
will carry out their transac-
tions from overseas,” he said.

He said the government
hopes that those doing busi-
ness through the Internet
would oractise aood  business
ethics *and  cufiure  so that
Malaysia would not get a bad
reputation.

Mahathir also said the

government was monitoring
the setting up of a commodi-
ty bourse through the Inter-
net to ensure Malaysia, a
leading producer of impor-
tant commodities, did not suf-
fer losses.

Except for Terengganu
and Kelantan, which sent rep-
resentatives to the meeting,
all the states were represent-

ed by their mentris besar and
chief ministers.

Mahathir, who is the NITC
chairman, said the main
agenda at the meetinn  was to
find ways to narrow the  digi-
tal divide between the infor-
mation-rich and information-
poor The meeting also pro-
posed new approaches to nar-
row the gap. 0
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