Victims' wges being documented

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat: The
Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC)
has started documenting testi-
monies of people living with
HIV abol]ﬁ the discrimihation

shetold reporters after the open-
ing of the MAC' sfifth biannual
genera meetingtoday
However, she said, it is cru-
cial to record their testimonies

NI E " DOoo or dse both the MAC and the go-

th% face.
he project, which was begun
last year, is expected to be com-
pleted in a few months, MAC
resident Datuk Paduka Marina
ahathir said. ]
~ She said the purpose is to
identify the problem areas so
that appropriate action can be
taken to resolve them.
“The problem we have is that
very few people are willing to
come out and state their case
because the implications of pub-
lic exposure are so great. ]
“Thisis achicken and egg Sit-
uation - it is hard to prove& hat
there is discrimination against
them) if they don’t come out,”

vernment will not know the de-
tails of discrimination and how
to resnond to their oroblems.
. Marina said the documenta-
tion is done by MAC's trained
workers who are trusted by these
people to guarantee’ their
anonymity

She sad some have com-
plained about the attitude of
medical staff towards them,
treating them differently

“We have to document exactly
what happened so we can pre-
sent the information to the
Hedth Ministry so they know
what sort of training is needed
to prevent this,” she said.
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