‘Calling PM IS abuse
process’

of court
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KUALA LUMPUR. Fri: Jus-
tice Datuk Ariffin Jaka said
today the defence argument
that " Prime Minister “Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
changed his opinion about
the sexual allegations against
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
because of rumours that his
former deputy planned to
contest the Umno presidency
isirrelevant to Anwar’s sodo-
my trial. _

In any event, Mahathir
had explained that although
many (people) informed him
of the planned contest, it did
not cause any fear, according
to his affidavit, he added.

He said Mahathir stated
that the change was due to re-
cent police investigation and
former driver Azizan Abu
Bakar's confession. )

“1 accept the explanation.
The answer is explicit and
need no clarification to call
Dr Mahathir to give further
evidence,” he said when rul-
ing that Mahathir need not be

ed to testify -

He added: “On this fact, to
my mind, it tantamdunts to
having a confrontation with

No need for clarification

from Dr M, says judge

our own witness which can
[ead to indecent questions or
intention to insult or anno
“This assertion hits the
nail to the coffin and if your
own witness says this; it's
obvious to me that the calling
of Dr Mahathir is definitely
an abuse of the court process
and the court has the duty to
restrain this abuse.”

Referring to defence coun-
sal Karpal Singh's argument
Mahathir must explain the
new evidence (in his affida-
vit) relating to the confession
by Azizan who gave details on
his first sodomy experience
with Anwar, Ariffin said the
evidence is not onl %/ prejudi-
cid to Anwar but it is“crys-
tal clear” that the evidence is.
hearsay as it is merely based
on what Azizan told Maha-

thir. . o
“It's intended that this is

relevant to test Azizan's cred-

ibility Azizan has given evi-
dence on the sodomy charge
himself and his credibili
can be assessed on his own
evidence. For this reason, it
will serve no purpose to call
Dr Mahathir to testify on this
issue,” he added. i
Another issue raised by
Karpal was that' Mahathir
must explain the letter dated
Alé?_ 15, 1997 written by Ummi
Hafiida Ali addressed to Ma-
hathir who told Anwar to dis-
regard the alegations in the
letter and to destroy the letter
after reading it. )
Ariffin said Mahathir had
stated in his affidavit his
statement was based on the
report by the Special Branch
given tp him as the Home Mi-
nister, which stated that the
sodomy allegations were

ess.
He believed, the alega
tions were false because he

was of the opinion that An-
war was a pious and good
Muslim.

To defence arguments that

there were R_ress reports
where Mahathir announced
that the allegations were
baseless, the judge said the
Prime Minister “explained
that it was reported before
police investigations which
showed that he made a hig
mistake for not believing the
alegations.
_ He said Mahd#hir was en-
titled to his cwn opinion
based on the police investiga
tions but his opinion is irrele-
vant to the charge which was
initiated by the Attorney
General as the public prose-
cutor S

“Under this circums-

tances it is futile exercise to
cal Dr M on this issue which
is not relevant,” he said. -
. Ariffin said other allega
tions of disputes of decision-
making between Anwar and
Mahathir were irrelevant as
they related to politica and
economic discussions while
Anwar was in the govern-
ment.
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