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.the move by Umno Youth to 
call for a dialogue with By Sharon Kam 

sharon@thesundaily.com Suqiu. 
Several Umno veterans 

were reported to be against 
the dialogue. Party veteran 
Tan Sri Aziz Tapa said the 
dialogue is unnecessarv as 
the rkhts of bumiputras are 
already clearly stated in the 
Federal Constitution and 
thus should not be question- 
ed by any party 

Utusan Malaysia’s exclusive 
report on Monday sparked off 
speculation of a cabinet re- 
shuffle. Quoting a source, the 
report said the reshuffle 
would be announced within 
the week and involve half 
its members, deputy minis- 
ters and parliamentary 
secretaries. 

The reshuffle is expected 
to feature the re-establish- 
ment of a Law Ministrv Ac- 
cording to another source, 
the government may also be 
setting up a Federal Territory 
Ministry Umno executive 
secretary Datuk Tennku 
Adnan Teneku Mansor who 
was appoir&d senator on Dee 
13 will be heading it. 

It was speculated former 
Selangor Mentri Besar and 
Umno-vice-nresident Tan Sri 
Muhammad Muhammad 
Taib will be givenl a cabinet 
portfolio. The last time the 
cabinet was reshuffled was 
on Mav 20 last vear 

When asked: about the re- 
port, Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
hinted that there will be a 
minor reshuffle involving 
members of the government 
administration, but denied 
that there will be a major re- 
shuffle affecting cabinet min- 
isters. 

He said there is no lnten- 
tion of setting up any new 
ministries as the 24 minis- 
tries in the cabinet are good 
enough for the present. How- 
ever, he said there is a possi- 
bility of new faces ln the ad- 
ministrative level in posi- 
tions such as parliamentary 
secretaries. 

Still hogging the headlines 
this week was the controver- 
sy over the demands of Ma- 
lavsian Chinese Oraanisa- 
tions Elections Appeals Com- 
mittee (Suaiu). Criticisms 
this week sh-&ted from the so- 
called extremist demands to 

“This is not the place for 
Datuk Hishammuddin Hus- 
sein to be a hero. Suqiu must 
withdraw its demands,” said 
AxiZ. 

Hishamuddin, who is 
Umno Youth chief, had nro- 
posed a dialogue with Suqiu 
to end the controversy sur- 
rounding its netition. 

Another Veteran, Tan Sri 
Sulaiman Ninam Shah, said: 
“Holding discussions with 
Suqiu will look as if we are 
surrendering to them. Be- 
sides, Suqiu has no right to 
make extreme demands.” 

Federation of Peninsular 
Malaysia Malay Students 
(GPMS) president Datuk Su- 
haimi Ibrahim also criticised 
Hishamuddin in proposing 

the dialogue. saving he was 
‘just “trying to besmart”. 

“The issue should have 
been nipped in the bud when 
it fist reared its head. It is 
over a year already. The issue 
has flared up and the Malays 
are getting angrier over it.” 

Berita Harian, in its edito- 
rial. on the same day as 
Utusan’s renort. said that 
there will only be room for 
discussions with Suqiu if the 
sensitive points in the de- 
mands are dropped. 

In its editorial on Monday, 
Utusan called on all parties to 
cool off and take the advice of 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi to ston the racial rhe- 
toric arising 1rom the Suqiu 
17-point demands and lOO- 
point counter demands by the 
GPMS. This is to avoid ten- 
sion and confrontation 
among the different races in 
the country 

On the other hand, the 
problem should not be left as 
it is. Sincere efforts should be 
made to find a long term solu- 
tion to the problem. The main 
priority is peace and stability 
of the country 
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