18/ 11/ 2000
2,023 at special assenbly

Ai non Mohd; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Tomorrow, a total 2,023 Umo del egates will gather at
Dewan Merdeka of the Putra World Trade Centre to debate on several
proposal s to anend the party constitution at its special general assenbly.

The one-day assenbly is described by many in Umo as significant in the
denocratic process of the party in the wake of an emergence of a new breed
of Mal ays and Mal aysi ans.

It is being held during a tinme when the party is picking up the pieces
of a very battered i mage during the | ast general el ection.

Al nost i mmediately after the general el ection and the party general
assenbly, Umo carried out a post-nortemand deci ded that there was a need
to repair that image.

At tonorrow s assenbly, delegates are likely to unani mously pass
anendnents to the party constitution and endorse the resol utions on them
with an aimto rejuvenate and enable the party to be nore relevant to the
Mal ays.

One proposal, which turned out to be controversial was dropped. The
party suprenme council yesterday decided not to table its proposal to
extend its tenure in office fromthree to five years.

After much criticismand responding to protests, the suprene council
decided to retain the existing provision.

Thi s new devel oprnent was seen by nmany as the willingness of the
| eadership to practise denbcracy inits true spirit.

A popul ar proposal which is expected to be accepted and endorsed wi t hout
much debate is to have all levels of the party structure - branch,

di vi si on and suprene council to have their elections in the sane year
i nst ead of staggered sessions currently practi sed.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will deliver his keynote
address at 9.10am

This will be followed by the tabling of the proposed anendnments by party
vi ce-presi dent and chai rman of the commttee studying the anendnments Tan
Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassi n.

The debate i medi ately fol | ows. Deputy presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi will wi nd up the notion.

State representatives will be given up to 15 mi nutes to speak. There
wi Il be two speakers fromeach State and representati ves fromthe Youth
and Wanita novenent.

Anong t he speakers are Masti ka Junai dah Hussin and Abu Bakar |smail
(Perlis), Datuk Badaruddi n Am rul di n and Abdul Wahab Di n ( Kedah), Dat uk
Ahmad Rast om Ahnmad Maher and Mohd Apandi Ali (Kel antan), Datuk Abdul
Rashi d Ngah and Dat uk Paduka Abdul Rahman Bakar (Ter engganu) and Dat uk
Abdul Latif Mrasa and Datuk Abdul Rashid Ismail (Penang).

O hers are Datuk Raml y Zahari and Dat uk Husni Hanadzl ah (Perak), |snail
Sabri Yaakob and Rosni Zahari (Pahang), Datuk Mohd Sati mD man and Mufti
Shui b ( Sel angor).

Muhyi ddi n sai d today he expected the focus to be dom nated by the
proposal s whi ch touch on service and personnel -rel ated nmatters.

"I think this would be the focus - the length in the termof service and
so on," said Muhyiddin.

He was asked about any ni sgivings which mght arise fromthe vari ous
suggestions which did not result in proposals due to the | arge nunber
recei ved.



"Sonetines we have to consider the inplications to the party, on Umo's
imge, all this was taken into consideration."

Asked on the five-year termof service which the suprenme council
yest erday dropped, Mihyi ddin said the suggesti on was t he sol e counci |
proposal which received positive feedback fromthe State Umo.

"I was asked to inquire fromthe States whet her they woul d be agreeabl e
if the proposal was tabled."

However, Mihyi ddin said that due to the reservati ons whi ch arose | ater,
the council decided to drop it.

"So | do not agree with anyone who m ght say that these proposals were
made by three or four people.”

He hoped the del egates woul d accept the proposals.

"In fact, we hope that it's unani nmous, and these efforts to strengthen
Umo shoul d be supported by the del egates. ™

( END)
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