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25 worl d | eaders to attend Asemsumrt fromOCct 20

Sarban Singh in Seou

W TH t he exception of Vi etnanese Prine M nister Phan Van Khai, all other

| eaders of the Asia-Europe Meeting (Asenm) nenber countries have confirmed
attendance at the two-day biennial summit to be held here fromCct 20.

British Prime Mnister Tony Blair and Italian Prine Mnister G uliano
Amato were the last to confirmparticipation

The Korea Tines, quoting a Foreign Affairs and Trade M nistry official
said the British governnment had i nforned Seoul of the | atest devel opnent
on Sat ur day.

Wth Blair and Amat o confirni ng attendance, the nunber of heads of state
or governnent fromAsian and European countries to attend Asemrose to 25.
The Hanoi Governnent recently said it would be represented by Deputy
Prime M nister Nguyen Manh Cam The Prine M nister was unable to attend

due to "urgent internal matters."

The newspaper said the decision by Blair and Amato to attend el at ed
organi sers of the event here, as this was the biggest diplomatic event to
be held in this country.

The daily said the absence of the two woul d have "taken sonme of the
steamout" of the Asemevent, given Britain's and Italy's magjor role in
Eur ope.

The participation by the two | eaders in the biennial inter-continenta
forumhad been uncertain until recently because of donmestic affairs in
their countries

Blair's Labour Party had suffered | ow1evel public approval ratings
after a series of harsh protests against its policies on pensions and high
fuel prices.

The newspaper said in an effort to get Blair to attend, Seoul dispatched
former anbassador to Britain, Ch Jae-hee, to London to persuade himto
join the forumwhich is aimed at pronoting co-operation in the political
econom ¢, social and cultural fields between the two regions.

The Italian Government announced Amato's participation in the Asem
summit during a neeting between the foreign mnisters of South Korea and
Italy |ast week.

The announcement was rel eased to the nedi a on Saturday.

Oiginally, Amato was scheduled to attend a cruci al neeting of coalition
partners in Rome on Cct 21. The neeting was to pick the next Italian prinme
m ni ster.

It was earlier reported that Amato m ght m ss Asem because of his
party's preparations for general el ections schedul ed for early next year

The ot her 14 European | eaders who will attend Asemi ncl ude French
Presi dent Jacques Chirac, Finnish President Tarja Kaarina Hal onen, German
Prime M nister Gerhard Schroeder and Spani sh Prine Mnister Jose Maria
Aznar.

Heads of state and governnent fromAsian countries who will attend are
Mal aysi an Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Japanese Prinme
M ni ster Yoshiro Mori, Chinese Prine Mnister Zhu Rongji, Sultan of Brune
Sul t an Hassanal Bol ki ah, | ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurr ahnman Wahi d,

Phi | i ppi ne Presi dent Joseph Estrada, Singapore Prine M nister Goh Chok
Tong and Thai Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai.

Fifteen countries fromthe European Union, the European Conmi ssi on,
Asean, Japan, China and South Korea nake up Asem

Meanwhi | e, anot her daily, the Korea Heral d descri bed Asemas an



"d ynpi cs of simultaneous interpretation” as 16 | anguages woul d be used
during the event.
The newspaper said 57 interpreters would be nade avail abl e for | eaders
and officials of participating countries.
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