13/ 03/ 2000

26 nore for Dr M Abdull ah (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Twenty-six Umo divisions which net today, the
bi ggest nunber to hold their neetings in a single day, gave unequivoca
support to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .
Al'l nom nated the two for president and deputy president respectively.
In fact, del egates attending the divisions' neetings held all over the
country were unaninous in their support for the two | eaders - without any
attenpt to propose anyone el se for the posts.
Wth the outcone of the neetings today, Dr Mahathir is only three short
of securing the mninum50 nom nations or the 30 per cent required to
gqualify to defend his presidency.
In the case of Abdull ah, having secured 47 nom nations, he is eligible
to contest the vacant deputy presidency. The eligibility for the post is
20 per cent or 33 nom nations.
Since March 2, 48 of the 165 divisions have concluded their neetings.
Thus far, only Kelantan Umo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has been
nonm nated for both president and deputy president.
The nonmi nations cane on Friday from Tanah Merah, a division in his home
State of Kel ant an.
Tengku Razal ei gh was noni nated for vice-president by the Gik division
in Perak and Padang Terap division in Kedah. Today, the Padang Besar
division in Perlis nom nated himfor a suprenme council seat.
For the vice-presidency race, only two candi dates have secured the
required eligibility percentage - incunbent Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani OQthnman. Najib passed the tape for
m ni mum requi rement on Friday while Ghani nade it today.
The eligibility to contest the vice-presidency is 10 per cent or 17
nonmi nati ons. Najib has 45 to his nane while Ghani has 28.
Getting close to the mark is Sel angor Umo chief and Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Abu Hassan Orar who has 16 nomi nations. Sabah Umo chairman and Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Seri Osu Sukam cane next, with 12.
In the Wani ta Umo, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, the main challenger for the
movenent's top post has passed the 20 per cent requirenent while incunbent
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sulaiman is still struggling to secure hers.
Simlarly for the deputy Wanita chief's post, only one candi date Dat uk
Shahri zat Abdul Jalil had secured the 15 per cent requirenent while the
ot her two candi dates - incunbent Datuk Napsi ah Orar and Ai non Khairiyah
Mohd Abas - have yet to cross the mark.
In the race for Umo Youth chief, Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein | ooks set
for a snoboth path having secured the 25 per cent required nom nations
yesterday. The other candidate is Tanjung Youth head Raja Minir Shah Raja
Must apha i n Penang who received only one nom nation - fromhis own
di vi si on.
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