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33 Filipinos held off Sabah

Adrian David; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - The Armed Forces yesterday detained 33 Filipinos who
attenpted to enter the country without valid travel docunents, follow ng
the offensive by the Philippines security forces agai nst Abu Sayyaf rebels
in and around Jol o.

Arned Forces chief Jen Tan Sri Mhamad Zahi di Zai nuddi n sai d today, the
33, who had arrived by boat, were detained at Kaningan off the east coast
of Sabah | ate yesterday eveni ng.

Foll owing their detention, he said the arned forces stepped up its
surveill ance before Royal Ml aysi an Navy patrol vessels chased away about
50 other Filipinos who attenpted to get to Sabah fromthe southern
Phi | i ppi nes.

"W are having a trying tinme in preventing any illegal entry into
mai nl and Sabah and islands off its coast, due to their proxinmty with the
Phi | i ppi nes. "

"Al'l it takes is about 15 m nutes or so, for foreigners to hop by boat
fromone island (in the Philippines) to another Ml aysian island (off
Sabah)," Mhamad Zahidi told newsnmen after hosting injured servicenen and
their famlies to high-tea at his official residence, Wsna Perkasa, in
Jal an Bel | any.

Al t hough he did not deny the Filipinos could be war refugees, he said
the Arned Forces had to take a firmstand in order to protect Ml aysia's
sovereignty and di scourage themfromentering the country.

"Qtherwise, there will be a flood of (war) refugees into country," he
sai d, adding that the Governnent was studying the prospect of converting
one of the least inhabited islands off Sabah into a refugee canp just |ike
Pul au Bi dong whi ch housed Vi et nanese boat refugees.

Mohamad Zahi di added that the Royal Malaysian Air Force provided vital
information via its maritinme patrol aircraft, upon seeing foreign vessels
encroachi ng on Mal aysi an waters, thus enabling the authorities to take
deterrent action.

Based on the information, RWN patrol and narine vessels were able to
prevent illegal entry of foreigners into the country, he said.

Mohamad Zahi di said the Arnmed Forces had depl oyed nore sol diers, on
anot her two islands off the east coast of Sabah, bringing to 10 the total
nunber of islands bei ng occupi ed.

"At the same tine, nore RVAF aircraft and RW vessel s have been depl oyed
to of fer round-the-clock surveillance in the affected region.”

The RVAF has depl oyed additional Hercules PC-130 naritinme aeropl anes and
Si korsky S-61 Nuri helicopters, while the RMW has despat ched nore patro
vessels fromits Fleet Operations Cormmand in Lumut, to Sabah

The not hershi p, KD Inderapura, is providing command and control services
to RW CB 90 patrol vessels.

"W have al so put in an urgent request to the Governnent to acquire 12
nmore fast boats for the RMN," added Mohamad Zahi di

Meanwhi | e, a spokesman fromthe office of the United Nations Human
Ri ghts Comm ssioner in Geneva said a war refugee as defined in the Geneva
Convention 1951, was "a refugee outside his/her country of nationality or
habi tual residence, having a well-founded fear of his/her race or
religion, nationality or a nmenbership of a social group and is unable or
unwilling to avail hinself of the protection of that country"”

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had sai d that



Filipinos entering Mal aysia to escape attacks by mlitary forces will be
treated as war refugees.
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