06/ 07/ 2000
40 Mal aysians for Wrld Al DS neet

Merina Hew

THE fol ks at the Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC) are all excited, and for
good reason. About 40 Mal aysians will be attending the 13th Wrld Al DS
Conference fromJuly 9 to 14 in Durban, South Africa.

This is highly significant given that exposure of Ml aysians to the
international H V/AIDS arena plays a crucial role in a greater
under st andi ng of the epidem c.

As such, MAC has gi ven out schol arshi ps anounting to RMLOO, 000 in
efforts to send 16 Mal aysi ans - youths, caregivers, community workers and
health care professionals working in HHV/AIDS - to the conference where
i deas on the di sease can be exchanged.

According to Datin Paduka Marina Mahat hir, chairperson of MAC "W've
learnt that the 5th | CAAP (the 5th International Congress on AIDS in Asia
and the Pacific, held in Kuala Lunmpur |ast year) had provi ded t he exposure
for many Mal aysians to international H V/ Al DS conferences.

"To allow this learning process to continue, the 5th | CAAP comittee
made a conmitnent to provide an opportunity for people involved in
grassroots H V/ AIDS work to attend world conferences such as that in
Dur ban. "

This conference is a golden opportunity for people who work at the
grassroots levels to reinforce the necessary skills in their fields of
wor k, update their know edge of H V/ AIDS issues, network with peers from
all around the gl obe and, nobst of all, to use all this to facilitate their
own conmuni ty-based H V/ Al DS pr ogr ammes.

Wi | st many of the Mal aysi ans on schol arships will be presenting papers
and posters as well as facilitating skills-building workshops, Marina wll
speak at the closing of the Community Forum at a session on women and
Al DS and chair a session on nedia and Al DS.

"I'"ve been invited to participate in Durban based on the principle |
have propounded in the 5th | CAAP. that regional conferences such as the
| CAAP nust have links to the gl obal conferences.

"Continuity is very inportant for the country/regi on-specific H V/ Al DS
probl ens to be heard by the nore than 12,000 participants fromall over
the worl d.

"Therefore, regional conferences nust feed into gl obal conferences such
as this one," Marina explains.

One of the nore outstanding features of the 13th Wrld Al DS Conference
is that, for the first tine, a conference of this magnitude is being held
in a devel opi ng nati on.

Geographically, it seens only too appropriate that the conference is to
be held in the Africa where the epidenmic is at its peak with sonething
like one in five adults infected with H V/ Al DS.

Mari na expects that over half the conference participants will be from
Africa. Only about 600 will be fromAsia, regrettably, due to financial
constraints.
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