25/ 04/ 2000
78, 000 i nvest RVbOOmin ASM

Kamar ul Yunus

FOUR days after it was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamaed, a total of 78,000 Mal aysi ans have bought RV6OO million worth of
Amanah Saham Mal aysi a (ASM units, Pernodal an Nasional Bhd chi ef executive
of fi cer Hamad Kama Pi ah Che O hman sai d.

Hamad Kama Pi ah descri bed the public response to the ASM which has a
fund size of RM2 billion, as "overwhel mi ng" considering that it took only
three days (with the exclusion of a non-working Sunday) for PNB to secure
such an i nvestnent.

I n conparison, he said, the conmpany took six nonths to regi ster a total
i nvest nrent of RM600 million when the first Amanah Saham Nasi onal (ASN) was
| aunched in 1981.

Speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, he said, PNB has not
fixed any timeframe for full disposal of the 2 billion units.

He di d not di scount the possibility of increasing the size of the ASM
following its full disposal.

"This will depend on the situation and the potential of providing such a
schenme to certain groups of people," he said.

He stressed that PNB will use the ASMas a benchnark to determn ne
whet her t he conpany can provide alternatives to certain categories of
i nvestors for viable and potential investnents.

"Qur efforts to provide alternatives to potential customers will not be
limted to the six schenes currently nmanaged by PNB. W will continue to
study and, where possible, will introduce new schenes for certain
categories of investors in future,” he said.

Besi des the ASM PNB al so manages the ASN and ASN2, Amanah Saham
Bumi put era (ASB), Amanah SahamWawasan 2020 (ASW2020) and Amanah Hart a
Tanabh.

The RM2 billion ASMis opened to all Ml aysi ans aged si x nmont hs and
above.

Initial investment is RMLOO, up to a maxi mum of RMbO, 000. The ASMis a
fixed price trust fund of RML per unit with the fund size of 2 billion
units.

Wth the | aunching of the ASM Hamad Kama Pi ah sai d PNB has provi ded
alternatives to every segnent of the conmunity, and has even tailored the
schemes to suit everybody's preference.

For instance, he said, while the ASB and ASWas wel | as ASM provi de
i nvestors who want a fixed price unit trust, those who opted to gain
profits according to current market val ue can invest in the ASN and ASN2.

In termof race, Hamad Kanma Pi ah said the non-Bum put eras have now
anot her alternative schene, with the | aunching of the ASM Prior to this,
they were only allowed to i nvest in ASW2020 for those aged 12 years and
above.

On the Unit Trust Week, he considered it a success as it has exceeded
the target set of between 30,000 and 60, 000 visitors for the canpai gn
peri od.

"During the one-week canpai gn, we have managed to attract nore than
60, 000 visitors," he said.

He said the conmpany al so recei ved good response for the activities
organi sed during t he canpai gn week, including the participation of foreign
speakers at its investnent seni nar.

"Some 100 foreigners attended the i nvest ment sem nar and we al so



recei ved encour agi ng response frompartici pants of institutes of higher
| earning," he said.
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi cl osed t he annual
Unit Trust Week yesterday.
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