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Absent eei sm and non-participative attitude anong MPs are conmmon

Hayati Hayat udin
THE i ssue of absent eei smanong Menbers of Parliament and t hose sl eepi ng
during Dewan Rakyat sittings is not new

It has been discussed at great |ength by many and has caught the
attention of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on nunerous
occasi ons.

The nmedi a has hi ghlighted the i ssue, and col umi sts had al so commrent ed
on t he absenteei sm those noddi ng away and t hose who si nply nake up the
nunbers.

Much has al so been sai d about the responsibilities bestowed on the MPs
by the el ectorate who had entrusted themto rai se i ssues that concerned
t hem

And yet, one still reads in newspapers about MPs m ssing fromParlianent
and ot hers who do not raise any i ssue or hardly contribute to the debates.

MPs shoul d know t hat bei ng present in the Dewan Rakyat is not enough.

Their voi ces nust be heard, they nust nake their stand. They owe it to
t he peopl e who put themthere.

When the current Parliament session began on Cct 16, Dr Mahat hir had net
with the Barisan Nasional MPs and warned them

Dr Mahat hir sai d Bari san Nasi onal MPs who were frequently absent from
Dewan Rakyat sittings may not be considered for the next general el ection.

He sai d attendance at Parlianment sittings would be taken i nto account
when the |i st of candidates for the general el ection was bei ng prepared.

Had this warni ng had any effect on the errant BN MPs?

Backbenchers' O ub president Datuk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis said the warning
was appropriate as MPs represented the peopl e and they had to be seri ous
in carrying out their duties.

"Peopl e have given us the responsibility to carry out certain tasks on
their behal f.

"Therefore we nust carry out our responsibilities. W are the voi ce of
t he people and there i s nothing we can do for themif we are not present
in Parlianent.”

For those MPs who have a proven track record, and they formthe
majority, it is just a matter of keeping it up.

It would not be too difficult for those MPs |ike Datuk Husni Hanadzl ah
fromTanbun, Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di (Bagan), Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaaf ar
(Bat ang Lupar), Chew Mei Fun (Petaling Jaya U ara) and Bung Mokt ar Radin
( Ki nabat angan) .

Even new MPs |i ke Datuk Mhd Sarit Yusoh (Temerl oh), Shazi man Abu Mansor
(Tanpi n) and Mah Si ew Kong (Tel uk I ntan) are playing an activerole in
daily sittings. They deserve praise for their active participation.

For those who have a poor track record - and people are keeping tabs on
them - they have been warned.

Jamal uddi n sai d MPs who had of ficial functions or party neetings to
attend coul d be excused, provided they obtained prior permni ssion.

But, said Jamal uddin who is MP for Ronpin, these nust not be at the
expense of their responsibilities in Parlianent.

Wel |, the BN MPs have been warned, but what about the Opposition MPs who
now nunber 45.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad, MP for Parit Sul ong, said not all Cpposition MPs
serve the rakyat for there are anong themwho are not al ways present
during sittings and and neither are all of themactive.



"But we (Barisan MPs) nust nake sure that we are all present so the
Qpposi tion cannot capitalise onthe issue of no quorumin the House," he
sai d.

The quorum for the Dewan Rakyat is 26 and the Cpposition MPs have been
known to rai se the "no qourumin the House" point during sittings
resulting inthe Speaker or Deputy Speaker ringing the bell to sumon
those MPs loitering along the corridors.

And what about the Opposition MPs? Mahfuz QOmar (Pas-Pokok Sena) said his
party had a Parliament Secretariat whi ch keeps tabs on their MPs. The
secretariat nonitors attendance and notes how active they were in the
Dewan Rakyat .

"How many tinmes we debated any Bill, and how many tines we asked
questions during the questi on and answer session or during a debate are
al so noni tored," Mahfuz said.

"During our Suprenme Council nmeeting, this attendance regi ster woul d be
produced and our participationw || also be discussed."

This shows that the Qppositionis also nonitoring its MPs.

Does it inply that the performance of the Opposition MPs in the House
woul d al so determine if they would be fielded in the next general
el ection?

Vell, that is yet to be deternined.

In the case of Barisan MPs, they have al ready been warned that their
parties and the public as well woul d be nonitoring them

( END)
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