21/ 07/ 2000

Abdul Jawah arrives hone in Senporna after 83 days

KOTA Kl NABALU, Thurs. - Finally, it is hone sweet hone for policeman Abdu
Jawah Sal awat who arrives in Senporna today after 83 days of captivity on
the island of Jolo in southern Philippines.

He had arrived here on Monday after his rel ease on Friday and was
adm tted to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for observation

Havi ng been given a clean bill of health, Abdul Jawah and his famly
boarded Mal aysian Airlines flight MH2137 at 1.55pmat the Kota Ki nabal u
International Airport for Tawau today.

Anong t hose who sent himoff were National Security Sabah director
Must apha | brahim State Special Branch deputy chief Superintendent Malik
Mermber, friends and rel ati ves.

The journey to Tawau t ook about 40 minutes and fromthere Abdul Jawah
and his fam |y took about one-and-a-hal f-hours by road to reach hone at
Kanpung | naba, Senporna

"My family will hold a kenduri (feast) this evening," Abdul Jawah told
reporters.

Acconpanyi ng Abdul Jawan were his wi fe Nori smah Miusbani, daughters
Shari f ah Amunah and Mahani, son H shanuddin, his father Sal awat Januh and
not her Asburah Pauddi n

"I am happy to be reunited with nmy fanily but at the same tinme sad for
the others who are still being held by the kidnappers,"” he said.

Abdul Jawah was anong the 21 peopl e ki dnapped from Pul au Si padan at
gunpoi nt on April 23.

He thanked Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, Deputy Prinme
M ni ster and Home M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi , Ml aysi an
Gover nnent, Philippine Governnent and those who had hel ped to secure his
rel ease.

"I amextrenely thankful to the Prime Mnister and Deputy Prime Mnsiter
and all those who hel ped to secure ny rel ease,"” he said, adding that he
was al so thankful to the various organi sations from Mal aysi a and t he
Phi | i ppi nes for the assistance and provisions such as nedici ne, food and
cl ot hi ng.

He al so thanked State | eaders, especially Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu
Sukam and m ni sters, for their concern and untiring support during his
ordeal .
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