29/ 09/ 2000
Abdul I ah cl ears mi sconceptions on w de range of issues

Ram an Said in Tokyo

DATUK Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday net with 14 senior journalists
of Japanese newspapers and t ook the opportunity to clear their doubts
about a diverse range of topics on Ml aysi a.

In a frank and open one-hour dial ogue, the Deputy Prine Mnister who is
on a four-day working visit to Japan, responded to anong ot hers questi ons
on the sel ective capital controls introduced by Mal aysi a, the Mil ti nmedi a
Super Corridor, the Gik arms heist by the Al -M'unah group, the fight
agai nst religious extrem sm Umo and | sl am

O her questions posed were on Asean's constructive engagenent policy
with Myanmar, the ki dnappi ngs by Abu Sayyaf group and the | eadership
transition in Ml aysi a.

The di al ogue began on a sl ow note but gai ned nonentumnot |ong after
that with various questions posed to the Deputy Prine M nister

But before it concluded, Abdul | ah turned the tables against the
journalists, asking for their opinion on Ml aysia and whet her the country
woul d survive or "coll apse" as predicted by sone quarters.

Among t hose present were senior editors and witers fromthe Yom uri
Shi mbun, Asahi Shi mbun, Mi ni chi Shi nbun, Ni hon Kei zai Shi nbun, Japan
Times, Daily Yomuri, Mainichi Daily News and Asahi Eveni ng News.

Respondi ng to a question on the ki dnappi ngs by forei gn gunnmen on i sl ands
of f Sabah, Abdull ah said the Governnent realised the concern anong
Japanese touri sts.

"Security in the waters off the State has been beefed up with the police
and arny taking various steps to prevent further armed i ntrusions."

He was asked whet her Mal aysi a supported the mlitary operations carried
out by the Philippines arny.

"It is up tothem... The Philippines Foreign Secretary Dom ngo Si azon
told ne yesterday that it was i nportant that his Government deal with the
ki dnappers firmy."

Abdul I ah and Si azon yesterday attended t he Asean-Japan Rel ati ons
Synposi umwhere the former delivered a keynote address

A question was al so posed to Abdul I ah on hi msucceedi ng Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, especially in the |ight of himtaking over
the position with Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s renmoval in 1998.

"l don't really want to speculate on the matter ... | have been given a
job to do, sol doit," he said.

Earlier, Abdull ah expressed the hope that the dial ogue woul d gi ve the
journalists a better understandi ng of Mal aysia, saying it would go a |l ong
way in correcting msconceptions about the country.

He sai d Mal aysi a-Japan bilateral ties had been established a long tinme
and it had benefited both countries.

Abdul | ah sai d t he Government was comitted towards attaining positive
growt h and mai ntai ni ng raci al harnony, stressing that to do well in
econony, there nmust be peace in the country.

( END)



	Abdullah clears misconceptions on wide range of issues (NST 29/09/2000)

