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Abdul I ah' s four-day visit serves to further strengthen ties with Japan

Ranml an Sai d

MALAYSI A has al ways enj oyed good rel ations wi th Japan and t he four-day
wor ki ng visit by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ,
whi ch ended yesterday, nmanaged to further strengthen ties.

The cl ose rel ati onship coul d be seen fromthe fact that Abdullah's visit
was the second in three nonths by Mal aysia's top | eadership.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad was in the country | ast
June, having visited Japan many tinmes before.

"Visits such as this are inportant as they hel p establish friendship and
co-operation wi th Japanese | eaders. Conpared to ot her devel opi ng
countries, not many have taken our approach," said Mal aysi an amrbassador to
Japan, Datuk M N. Marzuki

It is, therefore, not surprising that Mal aysi a has energed as Japan's
mai n tradi ng partner anong t he Asean countries, constituting 3.3 per cent
of its global trade

Abdul I ah has expressed satisfaction over the visit, saying he had gai ned
added perspective to many facets of bilateral ties between both countri es.

Most significant was the pl edge by the Japan Federati on of Economi c
Organi sations, known as Kei danren, to continue withits trade and
i nvestnent in Ml aysi a.

The association, in a neeting with Abdullah, said it appreciated the
econom ¢ neasures i ntroduced by the Governnent during the financial
crisis, noting that they had produced consi derabl e success.

Kei danren's endorserment augured well for the Mal aysi an econony as the
organi sation's nenbership includes nore than 1, 000 of Japan's | eadi ng
corporations as well as 118 groups representing maj or sectors such as
manuf acturing, trade, distribution, finance and energy.

Abdul | ah was al so a strong believer of the Asean Plus Three franework,
whi ch groups the 10 Asean countries and its three powerful northeast
nei ghbours - Japan, China and Sout h Kor ea.

He feel s Mal aysi a and Asean have to nake full use of this platformof
co-operation, especially in viewof the clout held by Japan as the world's
second | argest econonmny.

The framewor k can becone a powerful force especially inarticulatingto
Japan's other trading partners, likeinthe G/, of Malaysia's views on
matters |ike the Asian Mnetary Fund and reforns to the internationa
financial architecture.

Mar zuki descri bed Abdul l ah's visit as significant as the progranmes had
been pl anned to enable himto neet "the people that mattered" - Japanese
parliamentarians, nedi a and busi nessnen.

Besi des t he Kei danren, the Deputy Prinme M nister al so had a di al ogue
with senior editors of Japanese newspapers and a neeting with nmenbers of
t he Japan- Mal aysi a Parlianmentarian League.

"The meetings will provide the Deputy Prime Mnister with an opportunity

to explain various matters concerning the country... it will also all ow
both sides to bounce i deas, " said Marzuki ahead of Abdullah's arrival | ast
Tuesday.

True enough, Abdul | ah di d much expl ai ni ng at the neeting with Kei danren
as concerns had been rai sed by Japanese busi nessnen over Ml aysia's
ability to maintain peace and stability.

Recent events in Malaysia, |ike the hostage-taking incidents off Sabah
wat ers by foreign gunmen and the Grik arns hei st by a group of religious



extreni sts, nust have caught the attention of many Japanese busi nessnen

Abdul | ah, who is al so Hone M nister, told businessnen that the
Government was conmitted to preserving peace and woul d act firnly agai nst
anyone trying to sow the seeds of instability.

The Japan- Mal aysi a Parl i anentari an League was anot her aspect of
rel ations that ought to be pursued as it could nurture co-operation at
anot her | evel of inportance - between the countries' | awrakers.

The Japanese chapter has been established; Abdullah said the Ml aysi an
si de was expected to be formed soon

The Japanese | eague, led by its chairman Takeo Hi ranuma, who is al so
Japan's M nister of International Trade and I ndustry, has suggested an
exchange of informati on and vi ews on various trade, econonic and ot her
i ssues that are brought up in the parlianments of both countries.

The | eague coul d act as a bridge to further strengthen the ties al ready
cenented by Mal aysi an and Japanese | eaders.

One interesting place visited by Abdullah while in Tokyo was the city's
Wan Aqua-Li ne, a 15kmtoll highway runni ng across the central portion of
Tokyo Bay fromthe east to west, connecti ng Kawasaki and Ki sarazu

What's special about this crossing, which took 20 years to build from
concept designing to construction, is its part-bridge, part-undersea
tunnel concept and its man-nade island call ed Um hotaru, which rises from
wher e the hi ghways shift fromthe tunnels to the bridge.

Not wi t hst andi ng the cost required, it will be wonderful if a simlar
project could be built in Malaysia as it could turn out to be another
tourist attraction, as what the Agqua-Line has now becone.

Abdul I ah al so had a di al ogue wi th Mal aysi an students in Japan and had
dinner with themat the Ml aysi an enbassy.

Not many rai sed questions but one student | anented the high cost of
living in Japan, which in another way of saying, "please have anot her | ook
at our schol arshi ps”.

This is not surprising as plain white rice costs RW while a pl ate of
sinmple nasi goreng (fried rice) costs RMBS5.

The prices are reasonabl e to the Japanese but Mal aysi ans woul d t hi nk
twi ce before patronising these eateries.
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