14/ 05/ 2000

Abdul | ah" s pl edge of support

UWNO deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has vowed to give
his fullest co-operation to Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad to ensure the
party's superiority and has urged nenbers to do the sane.

He said party | eaders nust, along with him ensure that Dr Mahathir, as
party president and Prine Mnister, would not be alone in facing
chal l enges within the party and the Governnent.

"On ny part, | will make sure he is not alone in facing the eneny," he
said in his maiden speech as the party's nunber two when w nding up the
debate on the final day of the Umo general assenbly.

Thanki ng t he del egates for choosing the party | eadership, Abdullah hoped
t hose el ected woul d work hard to ensure that the ruling party continued to
be strong and capabl e of devel oping the country.

He said the first test of their co-operation and dedication after this
assenbly woul d be the Tel uk Kemang by-el ecti on schedul ed for June 10.

The Deputy Prine M nister expressed confidence that Umo woul d be able
to fulfil its responsibilities to develop the race, religion and nation if
al I menmbers work hand in hand.

Abdul  ah, in a lighter vein, also spoke about his reaction to the
el ection of Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihamad Mihanmad Tai b and
Tan Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin as party vice-presidents.

He said he was approached by reporters after the results were announced,
telling himthat the three were fromthe "Wawasan teani.

"I told them So what?' The reporters said it was the sanme team which
had caused nme to lose (in the 1993 party el ections).

"I said, surely I have not forgotten. In 1993, they foll owed anot her
manager, but now | amthe manager,"” he joked to a roar of |aughter anobng
t he del egat es.

Congratul ating the three, Abdullah said: "I regard themas ny friends".

He said it was normal in an election for one to be "edged out if he
cannot withstand the heat".

The deputy president pledged to work with the new vi ce-presidents and
woul d ensure that there was no discrimnation in the party.

Abdul | ah expressed his support for Dr Mahathir's principle of not
seeking popularity in striving for the betternment of the party and nation
and prom sed to take a simlar approach.

"There is no reason to fear in carrying out one's responsibility. W
shoul d only fear God," he said.

He said it was inportant for Umo to have a firmleadership so that it
woul d remai n suprene.

It would be pointless to be popular, he said, when one failed to achi eve
hi s nobl e objective

"What is also inportant is the fact that the winner after the elections
is Umo. The del egates' wi se choice gives Umo victory because it ensures
a credi bl e | eadership."

Abdul | ah, who won the nunber two post unopposed in the el ections on
Thursday, admitted that the responsibility was heavy but prom sed to carry
it out as entrusted to him

He urged nenbers to nake Umo's struggle an i badah (religious
obligation) and to refrain fromdespi cabl e acti ons.

“If our intention is ibadah, we will certainly not resort to actions
such as sl ander, breach of trust, irregularities and abuse of power."



Abdul | ah al so rem nded nmenbers to accept the results of the elections in
a famly spirit.

On the country's devel opnent, he said Malaysia nmight be a snmall country
but it had outstandi ng achi evenents which m ght enable it to be the first
country of the Organisation of Islamc Conference to attain devel oped
st at us.

( END)
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