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ABDURRAHVAN WAHI D | NVI TES DR MAHATHI R TO VI SI T | NDONESI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- President Abdurrahman Wahi d has
officially invited Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to visit
I ndonesia as a followup to their brief nmeeting at the Unctad X conference
i n Bangkok earlier this nonth.

Visiting I ndonesian Foreign Mnister Alwi Shihab hinself handed over
the invitation to Dr Mahathir at the Prine Mnister's Departnment in
Putrajaya | ater today.

Disclosing this at a joint press conference after receiving Alwi at his
office, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said:"This is an
unusual procedure because the Foreign Mnister hinself is sending the
i nvitation.

"It's obviously an indication of the closeness of the two countries in
all aspects and di nmensions."

Alwi said it was tinme to renew intimacy between the two countries and
their | eaders and that "we have been longing for Dr Mahathir's visit for a
long tine".

Alwi said it was indeed a departure fromthe normal practice of
ext endi ng such an invitation through the usual diplomatic channels and this
exenplified president Abdurrahman's high regard for Dr Mahathir.

I ndonesi a was hopeful that Dr Mahathir's upcom ng visit would enabl e
hi m make a first hand apprai sal of the assistance that the republic needed
to accel erate econonmic recovery, Alw said.

It would al so serve as a follow up to Abdurrahman's visit to Ml aysia
| ast Novenber, about a fortnight upon being elected Indonesia' s fourth
presi dent, he said.

Alwi said Indonesia appreciated Dr Mahathir's preoccupation with the
Mal aysi @' s general election | ast Novenber and | ooked upon the prine
mnister's upcomng visit as nmore significant now that Dr Mahathir had
secured a fresh mandate fromthe people.

Alwi said Ml aysia had never abandoned Indonesia in times of crisis and
the republic would want to learn fromits nei ghbour on overcom ng the
econom c crisis.

"I ndonesi a | ooks upon Dr Mahathir's | eadership as something to be
enul ated. He i s genui nely concerned about the people and about devel opi ng
the country w thout having to adopt conventional ways," said Al w.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir had informed Wsma Putra to arrange for him
to visit Indonesia as soon as possible.

"It's a normal visit but is nore inmportant now because of the current
devel opnent. We are out of the economic crisis and they are noving towards
that," he said.

To a question, Syed Ham d said that during the 45-m nute nmeeting with
Alwi, the Acheh issue was not discussed and added that it was an |ndonesian
pr obl em
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