12/ 08/ 2000

Abu Hassan to nove out of official MB's residence next nonth

SHAH ALAM Fri. - Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar who officially resigned as
Sel angor Menteri Besar yesterday sai d he woul d be vacating his offici al
resi dence by the end of Septenber

"I will have to start packing ny bel ongi ngs after ny son's weddi ng on
Aug 26," he told reporters at his residence in Bukit Megawati here today.

Abu Hassan's son, Mhaned Hasri, 32, a businessman, will marry
Nor asyi ki n Mohmad Johari, 18, at Bukit Megawati

Abu Hassan, who | ooked nore rel axed after two days of hectic neetings
with well-w shers and synpat hi sers, said he was a free man now who coul d
nove around wi t hout having to worry about anything except his famly.

"Now my main role is as husband, father, father-in-law and grandfat her
| can now spend nore tinme with ny wife, children, in-laws and
grandchil dren,” he said in the presence of his wife Datin Seri Wan Noor
Daud.

Si nce Wednesday, after tendering his resignation letter to Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, fanmi |y nmenbers including
children, their spouses and grandchil dren, have been gi vi ng hi mnor al
support.

He reiterated that it was tinme he devoted nore time with his famly as
the better part of his life was spent on his political career.

"l have served to the best of ny ability for the nation, party, the
peopl e, race and religion."

Abu Hassan said as the State Assenbl yman for Pernmatang and Kual a
Sel angor Umo di vi si on chai rman, he woul d continue to serve the party and
peopl e.

Many peopl e, especially close friends and Governnent officials, visited
Abu Hassan at his residence today to extend their synpathi es and noral
support to wi thstand the sl ander and al | egati ons hurled at him especially
t he sex scandal whi ch was again played up in the Jawa Pos.

Several New Straits Tinmes readers today called up to say they sal ute Abu
Hassan for his firmstand in resigning as Menteri Besar.

One of the readers, who identified hinself only as Sansuddin from
Banting said: "I salute himfor he is a man of principle and his word.
Unl i ke sone politicians, he did not retreat fromhis stand when he said he
wanted to resign.”

Anot her reader, P. Tharnmalingam 54, a sal es executive fromShah Al am
said it was sad that Abu Hassan's tenure as Menteri Besar had to come to
an abrupt end.

"l read the reasons and | feel his sister-in-law and husband shoul d cone
out and clear the air. | would not want to see an i nnocent man suffer
silently if he is not guilty of the scandal."

Thar mal i ngam hoped justice woul d prevail so that there woul d be no nore
poi son pen | etters agai nst Abu Hassan who had been conferred several
forei gn awards

( END)
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