23/ 01/ 2000
“ACA can investigate anyone'
Jal i na Joheng

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr
Rai s Yati mtoday di snmissed clains that the Anti-Corrupti on Agency was not

i ndependent .
He said the ACA carried out its duties wthout fear or favour.
"It can investigate any individual, including nyself, suspected to be

involved in graft.

"It has been vested with the powers to investigate anyone all eged to be
i nvolved in corruption, regardl ess of their position," he said.

On clains that the agency practi sed doubl e standards, Rais responded:

"To say that action was only taken agai nst certain quarters, is not
true."

He said this was proven by the fact that several politicians in the
ruling party and governnent officers have al so been taken to task.

Rai s was speaking to reporters after attending a Hari Raya gathering at
the ACA headquarters in Jalan Duta today.

Al so present were ACA director-general Datuk Ahmad Zaki Husin and deputy
di rector-general (operations) Datuk Mohd Zawawi Nor di n.

Rai s said the agency detai ned 283 people | ast year, conpared with 300 in
1998, for graft offences.

O this, 154 were civil servants, 127 private sector enpl oyees and
menbers of the public, and two politicians.

During this time, the agency received 7,829 tip-offs, conpared with
9,443 in 1998.

On the ACA s request for additional manpower, Rais said the Governnent
woul d respond positively to the proposal to be subnmitted by the agency.

This is to ensure it would be able to operate effectively and
efficiently.

On the recent call by opposition |l eaders to make the ACA responsible to
Parliament and not the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Rais said the
Gover nnent respected the opinion.

"However, they (the opposition) should give the agency tinme to prove its
ability to curb corruption in the country,” he said.

Asked to comrent on former deputy prinme mnister Tun CGhafar Baba's
recent statenent that contests for the top two Umo posts woul d strenghten
the party, Rais said:

"One is entitled to one's opinion regardi ng what is proper and what is
not in any political party.”

He added that it nust be understood that the suprenme council had only
advi sed that there be no contest. It had not given any directive.

"I't would be up to the divisions to adhere to it or not."

Gnafar had recently said that while there was not hing wong w th Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi in their
present positions, contests would only further strengthen their positions
in the party.
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