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ACA never directed to cl ose case

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Ai non Mhd; Brenda Lim

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad never directed the Anti -
Corruption Agency to close its case or stop investigating former Economc
Pl anning Unit director-general Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man, the Dewan
Rakyat heard yest erday.

Deputy Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dougl as Unggah
Enbas said investigations continued even after Datuk Ahmad Zaki Husin took
over as ACA director-general from Datuk Shafee Yahaya.

He said this when comrenting on points rai sed by Abdul Rahman Yusof
(Keadi | an- Kemaman) in his speech.

Dougl as said the fact that the ACA had continued with investigations
showed that the case has not been closed as all eged by sone.

"Therefore, the allegation that Dr Mahathir had abused his power to
cover up corruption and interfere with the due process of the lawis very
i rresponsible.”

Dougl as sai d several people had nade police reports on the statenent
made by Shafee in court.

"The police are still conducting investigations into the report.
Therefore, any discussion regarding this matter will be subjudice."

He said the integrity and i ndependence of the agency were proven as it
had i nvestigated pronmi nent |eaders in Governnent at both State and
Federal -1 evel s.

This had resulted in those involved in corruption being charged in court
and sentenced accordi ngly.

"The i ndependence of the agency when carrying or delivering its duties
has not been affected due to criticism rem nders or advice fromany party
including the Prime Mnister hinself."

Dougl as said Dr Mahathir had remnminded the agency to be nore careful and
practice professionalismas investigations nay soneti ne be sensitive.

There may be instances where i ssues nay be politicised by sone parties
whi ch have their own agenda, he added.

In his speech, Abdul Rahman had deliberated on the functions of the
agency.

He said the agency, a body established to address and curb corruption,
must carry out its duties with honour, justice and w thout prejudice
according to the | aw and regul ati ons.

Abdul Rahman questioned t he i ndependence of the agency when carryi ng out
i nvesti gati ons.

Dougl as said the ACA was still an independent agency which wll
i nvestigate anyone according to powers invested in it and which were
contained in the ACA Act 1997.

"As an enforcenent agency established to address corrupt practices, the
ACA will not take drastic action when carrying out its duties.

I nvestigations will be done thoroughly and professionally."

As for cases which involved the public, the agency could only revea
certain facts all owed under the | aw

Fi ndi ngs frominvestigations would be referred to the Attorney-Cenera
on the question of prosecution, he added.
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