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Mahat hi r - Happi ness
ACHI EVEMENT AND MARRI AGE MAKE MAHATHI R HAPPY

By: Tham Choy Lin

HONG KONG, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Wat nakes Mal aysian Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad happy?

"Wat chi ng thi ngs happening that you set out to do is what gives
happi ness and, of course, next to marrying ny wife," he replied when the
question was posed by a wonan guest during a |luncheon hosted by the
Mal aysi an Associ ation for him here, today.

H's quip drew nore | aughter and a round of applause fromthe 100-o0dd
guests and snmiles fromhis wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali, who
was al so present.

They arrived today for an overni ght working visit by Dr Mahathir who
has been invited to deliver the keynote address at the Asia Society gala
di nner.

"This is a variation of the usual question of |ooking young. But |
think if you see the things that you set out to do actually happening, that
gi ves happinness. It is a sense of achievenent actually," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he decided that during his tenureship, he wanted to
move Mal aysia forward at a nuch faster rate and one of the way was through
privatisation.

"The country has noved ahead nmuch faster and to ne, that is what gives
me satisfaction. Every evening on Saturday and Sunday, | drive around Kual a
Lunpur to see how things are getting on, and of course, to see how nmuch has
been achi eved whi ch gives ne a great deal of pleasure," he said.

But he al so took notes during such drives and would refer matters which
were di ssatisfactory to the relevant Cabi net m nisters, he said.
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