20/ 03/ 2000
Act, don't talk, wonen told

Jumaat un Azm
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Wonmen's groups have been urged to study |egislation
di scrim nating agai nst wonen and reconmend action to the authorities.
International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
today that they should not just engage in endl ess debate on the matter.
"It is inmportant that in Malaysia, wonmen do not get into the groove of
endl essly debating wonen's rights, even to the extent of using it as a
political platform" she said at the "Wat Wnmen Want" forumtoday.
She said wonen in other countries did not get their due share even when
they had the nost vocal and el oquent of wonen's rights canpai gners.
Raf i dah suggested the wonen's groups get together for a concerted effort
in fighting for their cause and to organi se educational tal ks for workers.
She said they shoul d organise tal ks every three or four weeks for
gover nment workers, especially the nen, on issues of parenting and the
rol es of husbands to increase awareness of some wonen's probl ens.
She said wonen activists needed to address nore nmen in their forunms to
find better ways of solving i ssues together.
Rafi dah officiated at the forum the first of its kind in Ml aysi a,
whi ch saw the participation of politicians, non-governnental
organi sati ons, the corporate sector, students and wonen fromall wal ks of
life.
The forumwas for wonen to give voice to what they wish for thensel ves
in society, and to draw up an action plan for the workshop's comittee
menbers and Marie Caire nmagazine to follow up
Topi cs di scussed, deened to be nost relevant to Mal aysi an wonen were
political representation, financial independence, equality under the
syari ah | aw and wonmen' s ri ghts.
Presenting the papers were Singapore MP Claire Chiang ("The Politics of
Small Wns"), Sisters in Islamexecutive director Zai nah Anwar ("Fi ndi ng
Li beration Wthin Faith"), DRB H com senior group director Datuk Maznah
Jalil ("How Best to Manage Your Mney") and Mal aysi an Al DS Counci
presi dent Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir ("Right to Wnen's Health").
O hers were Wnen's Devel opnent Col | ective executive director Maria Chin
Abdul | ah, Equality Now co-executive director Mnique Wdyono ("Wnen
Around the Wrld") and Singapore MP Dr Kanwal jit Soin ("Wnen's Leadership
in the Heal th Agenda").
Deputy minister in the Prime M nister Departnent Datuk Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil, who was supposed to present a paper on "Winen in Politics", could
not be present due to the death of an uncle.
The forumwas organi sed by M Publishing Sdn Bhd, Body Shop and
Schandi nsky.
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