06/ 04/ 2000

Act to better |ot of the unmah, PM advi ses Miuslimns

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
said Muslins nmust be willing to act to better their lot even if their
actions exposed themto danger

He said they should al so place inportance on Mislim brotherhood and
unity to inprove the | ot of the unmah

Dr Mahathir said there were | essons to be |earnt from Prophet Muhamad' s
hijrah (flight of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina) 1,421 years ago.

"Processions and di splay of Quranic verses are not that inportant,"” he
said in his Mual Hijrah nessage.

Dr Mahathir said the Maal Hijrah cel ebration was rmeani ngful to Mislinms
as it provided guidance for themto deal with Iife's probl ens.

If Muslins can, while celebrating Maal Hijrah, understand the true
| essons fromthe Prophet's hijrah, then the celebration will not be in
vai n.

"Instead, it would bring many benefits to Muslins. As such, use this
year's Maal Hijrah as the starting point to take steps towards inproving
oursel ves and the ummah in this country."

The Prime Mnister said if Muslims understood the true |l essons in the
Prophet's hijrah, they would surely act to change their fate and they
woul d return to the glorious era of Islam

Musl i ms now face nmany probl ens.

"They are not progressive, are weak, have little know edge and skills,
are divided, do not know how to reap from God-gi ven weal th, are oppressed,
are used by people to fight other Muslins and nuch el se.”

He said if Muslins accepted the Prophet's hijrah as sunnah, they woul d
not only always be asking God to bring back Islam s glorious past but
woul d al so strive to save thensel ves and to progress.

"Allah will not change our fate if we do not try to do so ourselves."”

The Prime M nister said a good | esson fromthe hijrah was the nurturing
of Muslim brotherhood between the Mihajirin and Ansar, form ng a strong
Musl i m comunity which protected itself fromits enem es.

Dr Mahathir said Muslimunity was one lesson in Islamthat could provide
much strength to the ummah.

When the Arab jahiliah (pre-Islamc), who were divided into many groups
and al ways fighting anong thensel ves, accepted Islam they energed as an
ummah that not only established an enpire but al so effectively propagated
I slam

"However, when they forgot about Miuslimunity and fought anong
t hensel ves again, their enpire was destroyed and the Muslimcountries that
canme about were small, weak and easily suppressed by their enenies."

Muslinms now are nore inclined to blame their disunity on the designs and
pl ots by the enem es of Islam whereas they thenselves do not bother to
reject the instigations of their enenies.

"The truth is that the Muslinms choose to remain enenies of one anot her
and even sided with the enemies of Islamin order to create enmity wth
ot her Musli ns.

"This explains why nost of the victins of Muslimyviolence are Miuslins
t hemsel ves.

"What is very sad is that whenever Muslins assert that they are fighting
for Islam other Mislins becone their victins.

"And wherever they fight for Islam they cause Miuslins to be disunited



and weak," the Prinme Mnister said.
( END)
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