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PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has cal l ed for i mredi ate
attention to the i ssue of representati on of devel opi ng econonies in
international fora.

"The | arger issue of representati on of devel opi ng econom es in
international forais one of urgency that nust be i medi atel y addressed, "
he said in his keynote address at the opening of the d obal 2000-LID at
the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre |ast night.

Wil e making up three-fourths of the Wrld Trade Organi sation
menber shi p, he sai d t he dependence of devel opi ng nati ons on the | arger
economes interns of inports, exports, aid and security neant that their
nunbers coul d not be used to their advantage.

Thi s obviously resulted intheir inability to nake their votes count, in
a manner that served to i nfluence the agenda and trade negotiations in
their favour, he said.

"Econom c limtation nmeans fewer human and technical resources. It
translates into aninability to cope with the 40 to 50 neetings held in
Geneva each week.

"It means | ess preparation when entering into negotiations with
counterparts fromdevel oped nations. It nmeans settling for what is | ess
than opti mum outcones in di spute settlenents because of a | evel of |egal
expertise that is not up to par," said the Prinme Mnister.

In the face of such shortcom ngs, he sai d, devel opi ng countries mnust
strengthen co-operation to ensure an effective systemof gl obal
gover nance, where countries i ndependent of size or econom c strength, had
their say.

"The network itself may serve as a surveillance systemagainst theills
that may infiltrate our econonies,"” he added.

The difficulties involved in putting together a new nmultil ateral
structure, said Dr Mahathir, could not be underestimated but it was
evi dent that such efforts did work even though the process was | ong and
hard.

"But pulling wool over the eyes is no |longer feasible. It used to be
that parties were willing to reach any kind of agreenent, at the | ast
hour, no matter how unsatisfactory, just so that “an agreenment is
reached' .

"Now countries are no | onger content with doing that.

"The Seattl e debacle is proof that devel opi ng countries are no | onger
willing to take the back seat.

"Hard | essons have been | earnt fromthe Uuguay rounds. The nerits and
i ntentions of these so called "nedi ati ng nechani snms' of international
nmul til ateral agencies are seriously suspect.

"Wile the proponents of globalisation nmay argue that it is not a zero-
sumganme, the stakes are indeed higher in all facets of economc
activities, beit trade, finances or economni c negoti ati ons," he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke of how Smart partnership practices were
instrunmental in ensuring the social accessibility of know edge.

The growth of e-commerce, he said, while projected to hit US$7 trillion
(RMR26.6 trillion) by 2004, was a di stant shadowto a vast majority of the
wor |l d' s popul ati on.

Despite a growh rate of 15,000 new Internet users a day and 220 nillion
devi ces accessing the worl dwi de web wi th 200, 000 added each day, it



remai ns that only five per cent of the world's popul ation, nostly
concentrated in the devel oped world, stand to gain fromthis boom

"For starters, the top 20 per cent of the world's popul ati on account for
74 per cent of phone |ines agai nst the bottom20 per cent having access to
only 1.5 per cent.

"To say that this ratio nust be rectified is a gross understatenent,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said while international co-operation was vital in bridging
the wi dening digital divide, nore inmportantly it allowed for
representation of the views of the devel oping world in formul ating
international policies onthe use and expansion of information technol ogy.

He hi ghli ghted the absence of representatives fromthe devel opi ng world
inthe Internet Assigned Nunmbers Authority, as an exanpl e.
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