15/ 07/ 2000
Adj our nnment speeches nmeke a coneback

Ai non Mohd

THE Dewan Rakyat debated legislation at a leisurely pace this week as it
geared itself towards a hectic and cramped four-day sitting next week
before the session wi nds up next Thursday.

The House began the week with attenmpts by MPs fromthe Governnment and
Opposition to table a notion to adjourn the House to debate the recent
weapons hei st and hostage-taking incident in north Perak.

Speaker Tun Mbhaned Zahir Ismail, however, rejected the notion tabled by
Backbenchers' C ub chairman and Ronpin MP Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis and
Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong), much to the di sappointnent of the MPs.

"While it may be of public interest and the subject is specific, it was
not urgent to necessitate an adjournment," Zahir told the House, adding
that there was no urgency as the epi sode was over, the weapons recovered
and t he robbers appr ehended.

Thi s session al so saw t he cone-back of adjournnent speeches, a device
which allows inportant issues to be raised in the House by MPs at the tai
end of the day's business.

During this tinme, the Mnister responsible for an i ssue that was the
subj ect for the MP' s adjournnent speech will also be giventine to reply
to the speech to clear the air.

One exanpl e was when Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Dougl as Unggah Enbas clarified on matters regardi ng the Anti -
Corruption Agency's investigation of fornmer Economic Pl anning Unit
director-general Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai nan.

Dougl as, when conmenting on points raised by Abdul Rahman Yusof
(Keadi | an- Kemaman) in his adjournment speech, said that Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had never directed the ACAto stop its
i nvestigation of Ali.

"The investigations continued even after Datuk Ahnmad Zaki Husin took
over as the ACA director-general from Datuk Shafee Yahaya contrary to
al | egati ons nade by many."

Before this, Pas president and Qpposition | eader Datuk Fadzil Nor had
al so tabl ed an energency notion to discuss allegations that Dr Mahathir
had directed the ACA to stop the investigations but this notion was denied
by Zahir.

Alively Parliament is a good thing in any denocratic country as this
shows that el ected representatives are commtted to their
responsibilities. But when the liveliness is the result of nere nane-
calling, we would be better without it.

It is essential also that the argunments be based on facts as nere
accusations do not go very far even when they are shouted across the fl oor
from whi chever side of the bench

This session served well as a reminder to all MPs to be prepared with
wel | -structured, valid comments and concrete suggestions if they want to
participate effectively in parlianmentary debates.

The week's Parlianent sitting saw sone hilarious nonents when Mahfuz
Omar (Pas-Pokok Sena) in his adjournnent speech, proposed that the Dewan
nmeeting be telecast live by RTM

Mahfuz argued that |ive telecast of the Dewan Rakyat's proceedi ngs woul d
enabl e the public to better understand the working of the House and give
the public a chance to see for thensel ves what their el ected
representatives do in the Dewan



However, his hope of appearing on television was shattered when Deputy
I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mohd Khalid Yunus said the current coverage was
nmore t han adequate as all news bulletins on tel evision and radi o have
slots for Dewan Rakyat proceedi ngs.

Four days have passed since the second session of the Dewan Rakat began
on Monday.

During the week, the House debated and approved four Bills - the Sale of
Drugs (Anendnent Bill) 2000, the Enploynent (Amendment) Bill 2000, the
Destruction of Disease-bearing Insects (Amendnent) Bill 2000 and Optica
Li censi ng Di sc 2000.

Except for the Optical Licensing Bill 2000, which is a totally new | aw
to address copyright infringenment, the other three are, however,
relatively mnor Bills dealing with small changes, nostly anmendnments for
stiffer penalties.

However, this did not deter the MPs fromdebating at | ength on the
i ssues.

To play an effective role MPs nmust do their homework properly before
engagi ng thensel ves in the any verbal thrust. To begin with, they nust
know their stuff.

One incident which needs to be pointed out was when one of the Deputy
Mnisters failed to give an answer to questions raised by the Qpposition
as he was not fanmliar with the i ssues at hand when w nding up the
Enpl oyment (Anendnent) Bill 2000.

He was however saved by the Speaker who with his w de experience took
the effort to explain the matter to the House

This only shows that some are good when it comes to reading or referring
to prepared nmaterial but do badly when answering suppl ementary questions
or in giving off-the-cuff answers.

Anot her cl ear exanple of this, was when MPs debated on the Sal e of Drugs
(Amendnent Bill) 2000.

The Bill al so saw sone MPs going off on a tangent as they were obviously
not well-versed with the facts. Instead of tal king about control of the
sal e of drugs used in animal husbandry, many went on about dadah abuse and
how it was destroyi ng Ml aysi a.

A few made silly jokes, giggled often or passed i mature remarks during
the sitting.

The ensui ng debate saw wi despread interest on the subject by the
menbers, to nane a few, Datuk Mdhamad Aziz (BN-Sri Gadi ng), VWan Junai di
Tuanku Jaafar (BN-Batang Lupar), and also Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong),
one of the vociferous MPs in the House who speaks fluent Bahasa Ml aysi a.

Jamal uddin, who is always capabl e of nmaki ng hunorous remarks and goadi ng
the Opposition, never failed to join the fray and in many instances
crossed swords with the Opposition before deciding to call it a day and in
return got a | anmbasting fromthe Qpposition Ms.

Anot her nai den speech of note was the one nade by S. Sothi nathan, the
new y-appoi nted Health Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary.

He was invol ved in several verbal clashes with the Qpposition MPs who
were apparently testing the new "kid on the bl ock"

Sot hi was equal |y good and fl uent when answering suppl enentary questions
and al t hough new he proved his mettle by hitting out at the Qpposition.

Anot her point to note was the fact that the bell was rarely used to
summon MPs to nmuster a quorumso far at the current session as the
sittings have been well attended.

( END)
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