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Adnan i s one tough cookie

Shukor Rahman

THOSE neeti ng Pahang Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob for the first
time will get the inpression that this is one character you don't ness
around with - and they woul d be dead right.

"Some have even called ne a sanseng (gangster)," says Adnan good
hunour edl y when asked about his "nenaci ng' | ooks. But to those who know
him underneath the stern exterior is a heart of gold, for he is known to
be quite generous to those in need.

But when it comes to work, Adnan is a hard taskmaster. He drives hinself
hard and expects others to foll owsuit. Some Exco nenbers and assenbl yrmen
who do not neasure up are known to have some trepi dati on when they are
called up for a neeting.

Last Decenber, at the swearing-in of State Assenbl ynmen, he warned al
St at e Exco nenbers that their jobs depended on their performance.

"They must do well or risk being dropped. Anyone found not up to scratch
wi || be dropped. |I have no qual ns about asking the Sultan to drop anyone
fromthe Exco |line-up," he said.

"I too can go tonmorrow. There is a difference between politics and
government administration. In politics, the ups and downs are nornal . "

Exco nmenbers and BN assenbl ynen are al so required to subnit nonthly
reports to himon the work they have done in their constituencies or under
their portfolios. He also called on the people to provide himwith
f eedback on the perfornmance of assenbl ynen especially Exco nenbers.

"I ama sinple man. | amsincere, frank and forthright and | don't mnce
my words. | give respect when it is due," he said.

"But to the Opposition, especially Pas, you cannot show respect when
they are very rude and have no respect for others, or when they try to be
knowalls."

Adnan sai d he woul d respect Pas if its argunents were based on facts but
the party had al ways preferred to tw st facts and ni sl ead t he peopl e.

"To us, Islamis areligion but to Pas | eaders, their party is a
religion. W nust fight themwhen they twist facts in such a manner."

He ci ted anot her exanpl e when Pas cl ai ned t hat readi ng Harakah i s the
same as reading the Quran as it also carried the hadis (sayings of the
Prophet).

"This is their usual “|awyer buruk' style of argunment and we rmust be
frank, rough and tough with them W nust know their gane and what they
are up to. They will try to show you up as incapable and the people w ||
then reject you," he said.

That i s why, he said, he was not keen on the proposed debate between Pas
and Unmo as the Opposition would try to twist facts to suit thensel ves.

Hard-hitting Adnan said he refused to apol ogi se to Pas over the infanobus
rude hand gesture during the Sanggang by-election as it was “a nmere
reaction to the same kind of thing they showed ne'.

"The Sanggang victory is a sign that the peopl e accepted ne and t he
Bari san Nasi onal . Even when we won by 400 votes, it was still avictory to
us in viewof the tense situation,” he said.

He was al so grateful to Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad
Badawi , I nformati on M ni ster Tan Seri Khal il Yaakob, and Def ence M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Najib Tun Razak for hel ping out in the canpaign

The | oss of eight state seats to the Qpposition in the 1999 el ection
still rankl es Adnan.



"We have provided all the basic infrastructure - water, power and roads
- yet we still lost so nmany seats because our traditional supporters gave
their votes to the Opposition,” he said.

He bl aned the Qpposition for its “canpaign of hatred' which targeted
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and the respective Mentris
Besar.

"W nust nowwork to win the people's hearts and nminds. W nust “turun
padang’ (go down to the ground) not to play golf but to neet the people,
help to solve their problens and carry out projects where everybody can
take part," he said.

Inthis respect, Adnan encourages " gotong royong' projects and would
even take tothe field for a game of football with the younger generation

"What the Opposition is doing today is what Umo used to do before
compl acency set in and we began to take things for granted. Ot hers took
over and we lost."

Adnan feel s that the younger generation has too nmuch free tine on their
hands while there is a dearth of | eaders to guide them As such, he said,
yout h organi sations and | eaders nust play their roles.

How does t he younger generation relate to Umo? "Fromwhat | can see
when we neet the people, they are with us. Insya Allah (God willing) we
can win them back for Umo," he said.

Hi s vision for Pahang is to see Malay unity as well as unity anong the
various races, to ensure a bal anced devel opment and to pronote I T literacy
for the people especially the rural comunity.

"The various races should remain as united as ever as w thout peace and
solidarity, we cannot guarantee a safe place for our future generation,"
he said.
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