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Adopt good val ues to becone nation of great people

Joseph Li m Boon Kheng

AS a Mal aysi an nearing the twilight of his life, |I have nore tine these
days to reflect and think of the future generati ons of Ml aysi ans.
I nyself have few conpl aints because | have led a full life, growi ng up

as a teenager in post-Ilndependent Ml aysia, earning a decent |iving,
having friends fromall walks of Iife and fromvarious races. Sone of ny

friends are gone now and, being nortal, | knowit is a matter of tine
before I join them

But | know | will go in peace because despite the problens, we have done
well as a people and as a nation. | say this because, having retired,

have had opportunity to travel the world with ny wife.

Wienever we see the raci smand the broken-down living in Harlemand the
Bronx, the absol ute poverty and decay in many of our nei ghbouring
countries, or the violence in Europe, we find reason to thank the Lord
for having allowed us to live our lives in Ml aysia.

O course, over the years, people have expressed reservations and fears
about the qualities of sone of our l|eaders and the direction they are
taking us. But inevitably, our sane society delivers sane people at the
helm W had the Tunku, we had Tun Razak and then Tun Hussein Onn. They
had their Tan Cheng Locks, Tan Siew Sins, Sanbanthans and Mani ckavasagans.
Since 1981, we have had Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad who has shown us
that Mal aysia i ndeed "Bol eh' and we have seen progress and prosperity
beyond our dreans in 1957.

Therefore, | find it heartening that people like Chairil Anuar (NST, My
19) and K. J. John (NST, May 19), have expressed their hope and prayers
that we continue to have leaders like them It was also heart-warmng to
hear what Dr Mahathir's successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi, said at the
Umo assenbly, on the need for Umo to be a party of Muslinms and what
constitutes a good Muslim

Good val ues are universal and al though Chairil Anuar says sone in Umo
may have vi ewed Abdul l ah's conments as a sermon, | believe that the
majority will see it as the voice of reason.

As a Mal aysian, and like Chairil Anuar, it is also ny prayer that not
only Umo nenbers, but all Ml aysi ans, heed the nessage conveyed by Dr
Mahat hir and Abdul | ah at the Umo general assenbly. If we do, we will not
only survive as a nation, we will also be a nation of great people.



	Adopt good values to become nation of great people (NST 02/06/2000)

