07/ 10/ 2000
A different Budget needed

Tan Sri Ranmpn Navar at nam

I Sthere going to be significant change in the direction and quality of
Mal aysi a' s soci o-economni ¢ management ? W1l the 2001 Budget reveal new
directions to econom ¢ nanagemnent ?

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has hinted that the Budget
will be a good budget and that we hope to achi eve a surpl us!

This is wel coned but we hope there will be nore policy changes in the
Budget .

Thi s appears to be the nmessage given by the Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi in his openi ng address to the recent Ml aysi an
Busi ness and Econonic Sunmit.

He outlined five Guiding Principles to chart the econony for the next
decade - Conpetitiveness, Innovation, Transparency, Social Equity and
National Unity.

This newset of priorities is |laudable but it begs the basic question as
to what will actually be done to achi eve these high aspirations. WII the
2001 Budget reflect these principles?
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