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AFGHANI STAN WANTS O C MEMBERSHI P SUSPENSI ON LI FTED

By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernama) -- Afghani stan wants its menbership
suspension in the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) lifted at the
27t h Isl am c Conference of Foreign Mnisters (I CFM begi nni ng here Tuesday.

Its anbassador to Mal aysia, Abdul Sattar Murad, said the lifting of the
suspensi on woul d enabl e his governnment to present its case for a speedy
solution to the protracted conflict in that country.

"W hope that the OC (ICFM neeeting will restore the presently vacant
seat of Afghani stan to the Rabbani government, the sole internationally
recogni sed governnent and the genui ne soverei gn representative of
i ndependent Afghanistan,"” he told Bernana in an interview, here, recently.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is schedul ed to open the
| CFM The four-day conference will also be attended by the OC
secretary-general Dr Azeddi ne Lar aki

About 1,000 del egates from d C nenber countries will attend the
nmeeting, the second to be hosted by Ml aysia. Kuala Lunpur | ast hosted the
meeting in 1974.

The A C, forned in 1969, consists of 56 nenber countries and four
observer states including Bosnia and Herzegovi na and Thai |l and.

Af ghani st an was suspended fromthe grouping at the 24th ICFMin Jakarta
in Decenber 1996, following the fall of Kabul to the Taliban.

Human tragedy has becone a daily affair for the 16 mllion Afghan
peopl e following the Soviet invasion in 1979, which only ended in 1989.

Following that, a nulti-party governnment was fornmed under Rabbani in
1992, but was ousted by the Taliban in Septenber 1996, which then inposed
strict traditional and tribal rules.

The Rabbani government, which until nowis recognised by the United
Nati ons, has accused foreign mlitary and financial support for their
ouster.

The Tali ban, forned in 1994, is recognised only by Paki stan, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emrates (UAE)

Abdul Sattar said the O C had the responsibility to take a serious note
of the Afghan situation which he said not only threatened peace and
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