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“African | eaders | ooking to us'

Sai ful Azhar Abdul I ah

ENLI GHTENED by t he number of downturns and negative aspects of

gl obal i sation, | eaders of nations in Southern Africa are | ooki ng at
Mal aysi a to prepare thensel ves for the onsl aught of gl obalisation.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad told reporters on the
second day of the Sout hern Africa I nternational Dial ogue (SAlI D 2000) t hat
| eaders of Sout hern Africa shared Mal aysia's view on the i nmpact of
gl obalisation on Third Wrld countries, but unfortunately "they are not in
the position to say it".

"Yes, they share ny view but they are not in the positionto say it
because many of themare under the Internati onal Monetary Fund and t hey
owe nmoney to the Wirld Bank.

"And sonetinmes they receive aid (fromthese financial institutions),
therefore they are not in the position to say anything but they agree with
our views," Dr Mahathir told reporters an hour after delivering his speech
on the effects of globalisation on the Third Wirld at a gala dinner held
in conjunction with the four-day SAI D 2000 on Monday.

Sout hern African | eaders at the dialogue - anpng them Presi dents of
Zi nhabwe and Mozambi que Robert Migabe and Joaqui mAl bert o Chi ssano
respectively - are banking on Malaysia to find the right approach to face
the worl d of gl obalisation.

"They want to do sonething and that's why they are aski ng us on how we
approach things (gl obalisation)," Dr Mahat hir sai d.

At the dial ogue, the Prine M nister had warned devel opi ng econom es t hat
gl obal i sati on was not nerely a process, but had al so becone an i deol ogy.

The | eaders were told that contrary to clains that gl obalisation was
"the ticket to a better life for everyone", it would actually inflict nore
harm t han good on devel opi ng nati ons.

SAI D 2000, whi ch ended yest erday, presented an i nval uabl e opportunity
for | eaders of Mbzanbi que, Zi nbabwe, Lesotho, Mal awi, Nami bia, South
Africa, Swazil and, Tanzani a, Uganda, Zanbi a and Grenada to | earn fromeach
other and especially Malaysia in facing critical econom c and political
i ssues.

"It is apparent that the concept of smart partnership is better
understood now ... people nowtalk about smart partnershi ps and the
concept of having hubs,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Southern African | eaders took the opportunity during the dial ogue to
| earn how Mal aysi a successfully overcane the financial crisis.

"I think they (Southern African nations) learnt quite alot because it
is quite obvious that what happened to us could al so happen to them. ..
and our experience is useful for them

"I nstead of going through the traunmatic experience thensel ves, they
coul d use our experience to prepare thensel ves fromgetting trapped in
this kind of situation," Dr Mahathir said in response to a question by a
Zi nbabwean reporter on how Southern Africa could learninterns of smart
part nershi ps fromMal aysi a.

A lesson that could be | earned by the Southern African nations, he
added, was that they could not rely on international financial
institutions to hel p themduring financial crisis "because they are the
instruments of rich countries"”.

"W have to depend on oursel ves, we cannot depend on the hel p of others

so that's the I esson that we learn ... whether it is good for others,



I won't be able to say," he added.

Speaki ng about SAI D 2000, he said the dial ogue had taken a huge step
forward especially in enmpowering the devel opi ng economi es.

"Now we are talking with a great deal of understandi ng about snmart
partnershi ps and we now go beyond tal ki ng and Presi dent (Robert) Mugabe
was sayi ng that the concept has encouraged renarkabl e devel opnent in
Southern Africa,"” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister said the di al ogue was becom ng "l ess focused on
politics" as the | eaders were nore interested i n econom ¢ devel opnent and
i mproving the wel fare of their peoples.

"I ssues di scussed at snart partnership di al ogues are beconm ng wi der and
at SAI D 2000, our focus is nmore on howtourismcould hel p empower the
econony in the region," he added.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a was prepared to engage i n a di al ogue with (83
menbers to find a way to safeguard the i nterest of poor nations, the Prine
M ni ster said G77 countries had tried to nake some contact with the &8
"but the GB is a very exclusive club and they are not willing to |isten".

SAID entered its | ast day yesterday in the absence of Dr Mahathir.

The Prinme Mnister had to | eave to attend the two-day South
Co-ordi nating Commi ssion M ni Sunmit in London whi ch begins today.
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