04 SEP 2000
MAHATHI R- AFTA
AFTA W LL BENEFI T MALAYSI A AND OTHER ASEAN COUNTRI ES

By: Mhaned Kanel O hnman

CHI CAGO, Sept 4 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the inplementati on of Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA) in 2003
will benefit Malaysia and other countries in the grouping as it will open
up the market.

It was better for Malaysia to have a bigger market for its manufactured
goods than to confine it to only 22 million people in the country, he said
in a dial ogue session with Ml aysi an students at Radi sson Hotel O Hare in
Rosenont, Sunday.

"If we keep the market only to Malaysia, we are afraid we can't get
good returns fromthe investnents nmade," said Dr Mahathir.

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia is prepared to open up its market when
AFTA takes effect because it will create a bigger nmarket in the region.

He said that by that tine "we would be able to conpete with others."

Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar,

Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

However, Dr Mahathir said that the country needed skills to naster al
the technicalities of produci ng and nmanufacturing of goods that evolved in
t he nodern busi ness.

The Prime Mnister advised the students to study hard so that they
woul d be better and whatever the country produces will be nore conpetitive
than that from nei ghbouring countries. -- BERNAMA
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