24/ 11/ 2000

A fruitful dialogue in Langkaw

THE four-day Langkawi International D al ogue 2000 (LI D 2000), the second
part of the G obal 2000 Smart Partnership Di al ogues, ended on Wdnesday
wi th nost of the the proposals or visions being noved forward.

LI D 2000 was about maki ng vi sions happen and this was adequately
addressed, judging fromthe responses fromthe del egates.

Openi ng the di al ogue at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre in
Langkawi | ast Sunday night, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
war ned devel opi ng econom es of possi bl e econoni c domi nation by devel oped
countries and called on the fornmer to equi p and strengthen thensel ves to
fight the onslaught.

He said that failure to do so was tantanmount to "l ayi ng down out weapons
and surrendering our collective destinies".

Dr Mahat hir remi nded the devel opi ng world that gl obalisation, the so-
cal |l ed new phenonenon, was deliberately shaped to fulfil the requirements
of the principal players.

Dr Mahat hir again voi ced his annoyance at the pressure put on devel opi ng
nations to accept the process.

( END)
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