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Ahmad Arshad spent his life hel ping rubber snall hol ders

DATUK Ahmad Arshad was a man who devoted nuch of his life hel ping the
smal | hol ders communi ty.

Even on the day before he died, he was still giving his views on the
need to give incentives to small hol ders and | andowners who coul d maxi nm se
| and usage to increase food production.

"He was delighted that he could present his views to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, " said his wi dow Datin Habi bah Zai nal Abi di n. Ahmad had
nmet the Prime Mnister at the Agricultural Sector Co-ordinating Counci
for the Private and Public Sector neeting in Bangi |ast Thursday.

The National Association of Small hol ders (NASH) president died at his
house in Jal an Tenenggong in Segamat the follow ng day. He was 79.

Habi bah sai d Ahmad had al so expressed happi ness that Dr Mahat hir had
accepted his invitation to officiate at NASH s 25t h anni versary
cel ebrations to be held soon.

"That was the happi est nonent in his years of struggle to upgrade the
standard of living and i ncone of snall hol ders," she added.

The man had carried the burden of trust accorded to himby nore than
500, 000 snmal |l hol ders for the | ast two decades.

But he was one who never |anmented about the task. Known to be a
responsi bl e and sel fl ess | eader, Ahrmad often said he was willing to serve
the smal | hol ders until the end.

He was vocal about the | ow and unstabl e natural rubber prices, and
critical about the inability of the now di sbanded | nternational Natura
Rubber Organisation to obtain fair and equitable prices for producers, in
particul ar smal | hol ders.

One of the factors that nade Ahmad a people's man was the condition he
grew up in, and his political background.

Born in Kanpung Gudang Garamin Seganat, he grew up in a poor fam |y and
his bitter experiences during the Japanese Occupation noul ded himto be
t ough.

H's love for the country saw himjoining the Peninsula Mal ay Mwvenent in
the 1940s and taking part in fighting agai nst Mal ayan Uni on and,
subsequently, for the i ndependence of the country.

I n Septenber 1979, Ahmad nade headl i nes when he made a speech in Bahasa
Mal aysia at the United Nations, on Malaysia's stand towards the
Pal esti ni an struggl e.

Ahmad served as Menber of Parlianent for Tangkak, before being appointed
a Senator in the 1970s. He was one of the founders of Ledang Umo, which
was previously known as Tangkak Umo.

A teacher by profession, Ahnad once said that seeing the hard life | ed
by the smal | hol ders rem nded hi magai nst spending | avi shly.

For exanple, he would take the express bus although he was entitled to
fly, when invited by associati on menbers to their functions.

"I don't want to be accused of being a spendthrift," he once told a
reporter.

Wth his dem se, the snall holders comunity has indeed |lost a fatherly
figure.
( END)
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