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Aidid: Athletes nmust qualify on nerit fromnow on

Hafiz Yatim

THE Mal aysi an AAU ( MAAU) want State affiliates to unearth newtal ent for
t he 2001 Kual a Lunpur Sea Games, 2002 Commonweal t h Games i n Manchester,
and 2002 Asi an Ganes Pusan.

This is part of the MAAU s conprehensive plan to uplift the sagging
fortunes of athletics as Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had
voi ced concern over the sorry state of Ml aysi an sports.

MAAU presi dent Dat uk Syed Mbhamad Ai di d Syed Mustaza said the union plan
to host several neets and it is inportant the State affiliates identify
newtal ent so that prospective athletes could be identified.

"The Sea Ganes are schedul ed to be held in Septenber and prior to that,
MAAU wi | | be hosting the national nmeet scheduled in July.

"There will be other smaller neets and the State affiliates could test
their athletes to see whet her they neet the qualifying times set by us,"
said Syed Aidid at a centralised workshop for coaches fromall States at
the Risda Institute in Al or Gaj ah yesterday.

Atotal of 72 |l ocal and nine foreign coaches who are attached to the
Nati onal Sports Council are attending the four-day workshop which started
on Monday.

As MAAU have al ready set the qualifying marks, the State affiliates
coul d now assess the progress and achi evenents of their athletes.

The qual i fying marks for the centralised training scheduled in July and
the Sea Ganes are based on the third placings at the | ast Sea Ganes in
Br unei .

Syed Ai di d enphasi sed that ei ght disciplines have been given priority -
sprints, mddle, long, walk, field, hurdles, junps and throws.

Nat i onal wal ks queen Yu Fang and sprinter Watson Nyanbek conpeted at the
Sydney A ynpi cs and their performance | eft much roomfor criticism

On the qualifying marks that have been set, Syed Aidid said it would not
be changed or conprom sed.

"Athletes have to qualify strictly based on nerit and MAAU woul d not
entertain any appeal s just for the sake of exposure or for themto gain
experience,"” he said.

2001 Kual a Lunpur Sea Ganes qualifying times and marks based on third
pl acings for central training - Men: 100m (10. 4-10. 7secs); 200m (21-22s);
400m (46. 8-48s); 800m (1.54-1.57 mins); 1,500m (3.55-3.58 mns); 3000m
(9.20-9.30 nmins); 5,000m(14.5-14.8 nins); 10,000m (32-33 mins); 110m
hurdl es (14.5-14.8s); 400m hurdl es (53-55s); 20kmwal k (1hr 38m ns- lhr
40m ns); 50kmwal k (4hr 30m ns-4hrs 35secs); Marat hon (2hr 40m ns-2hrs
45m ns); H gh Junp (2.05-2.15m; Long Junp (7.1-7.3m; Triple Junp (14.5-
15m; Pole Vault (4.5-4.8n); Shotputt (14.8-16m; Decathal on (6000-6500
pts).

Woren: 100m (11.9-12.5s); 200m (24-25.5s); 400m (55-58s); 800m (2. 15-
2.25 mins); 1,500m (4.4-4.5m ns); 5,000m (18.5-19.0mn ns); 10, 000m (40-
43m ns); 100m hurdl es (14.0-14.3s); 400m hurdl es (63-66s); 10km wal k
(57m ns-1hr); 20kmwal k (1hr 45m ns-1lhrs 50s), Marathon (3hr-3hrs10n ns);
Hi gh Jump (1.5-1.6n), Long Junp (5.5-6m); Triple Junp (12.8-13m; Pole
Vault (3.4-3.6m; Shotputt (12.-14nm); Heptathal on (3800-4000pts).
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