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"AIDS creates crisis of governance

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The AIDS situation in the country has created a
crisis of governance with far-reaching i npact on the private and public
sector, Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said
t oday.

She said it had a great inpact on the househol d, education, agricul ture,
busi ness and the health sector.

She sai d 34,000 cases of H Vinfection had been reported between 1988
and May this year

O this, 95 per cent were nmen with the nunber of wonen infected on the
rise.

She said 82 per cent of those infected were between 20 and 39 years.

Marina said this in her working paper entitled "Social |npacts of
H V/ AIDS" at a national seminar on "H V/ AIDS in the Context of the Wrld
of Work" organi sed by the Departnent of Cccupational Safety and Heal th and
the Institute of Qccupati onal Safety and Health.

On the i npact of AIDS on househol ds, she said the Al DS epi deni ¢ was
responsi bl e for 95 per cent of orphans in devel opi ng countri es.

Marina said that in places where H V infection was common, quality of
education afforded to chil dren was severely affected.

In her paper, she stressed that care and treatnent for these group was
heavi ly taxing public health services in devel opi ng countri es.

"New Al DS t her api es i ncrease heal th sector expenditure in
i nfrastructure, drugs, training and personnel ."

Marina said that its i mpact on countries where the populationis
dependent on agriculture was i mense.

In the business environment, she said that H V-related illness was the
mai n cause of absenteei sm | owproductivity and a hi gh | abour turnover
anong wor kers.

On prevention neasures, she said, it should be based on arealistic
attitude about the preval ence of the epidem c nationw de.

Mari na said that Goverment, non-Governental organisations and the
private sector shoul d nake concerted efforts to reduce stigma and
di scrimnation agai nst Al DS victins.
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