14/ 06/ 2000

Al DS: Ver nacul ar Press can contri bute

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Vernacul ar newspapers should play an active role in
di sseminating HIV/AIDS i nformation to the public.

Mal aysi an Ai ds Foundati on chairman Datin Paduka Mari na Mahathir said in
the past the contributions made by the vernacul ar Press in H V/ Al DS
education had been satisfactory, but hoped it would increase in future.

She was speaking at a press conference today to invite entries for the
Red Ri bbon Medi a Awards ( RRMA) 2000.

This biennial event, which started in 1996, acknow edges and honours the
media's role in H V/AIDS education. Awards are presented to nenbers of the
nmedia for their outstanding work related to H V/ AIDS i n Mal aysi a.

Mari na expressed the hope that nore journalists fromvernacul ar
newspapers woul d submit entries this year.

"This will be a good way for themto show the public their |evel of
contribution towards generating Al DS awar eness. "

Marina said the mass nedia shoul d di sseminate accurate information on
the di sease as there had been cases of "not entirely true" information
bei ng publ i shed.

She said accurate reporting was essential as her foundation was al ways
m ndf ul of people readi ng newspapers. "It is not proper to raise the hopes
of people living with AIDS with false information."

There will be a special nmention award named after Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, wife of the Prine Mnister.

For further information on the awards, contact Yante Ismail of the
Mal aysi an Ai ds Council at 03-40451033 or fax 03-40426133.
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