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A shi el d agai nst noi se, vibration

G Purushot man

A TWO YEAR- OLD conpany is set to place Malaysia on the internationa
aut onobi | e accessory map, wth various innovative products for the
not ori st.

DAG El ectrophoni c Sdn Bhd recently signed a contract maki ng EON Tradi ng
Sdn Bhd, the national distributor for the "Acoustic Shield".

The product, a sem -synthetic el astomer-based sheet, which is coated
with a pressure-sensitive adhesive on one side, is affixed onto the inside
of the vehicle's bonnet.

It serves to reduce the transfer of engine heat and vibration, and works
as a noi se suppressor as well.

DAG El ectrophoni c's nanagi ng director Darren Aster Gunasekera told the
New Straits Tinmes that the conpany spent al nost RVA00, 000 to devel op the
product, which can be fitted on any vehicle.

"Designed for do-it-yourself buffs, the Acoustic Shield exceeds the
standards for autonpotive usage set by Sirim the Warrington Laboratories
in the United Ki ngdom and ot her approvi ng bodi es.

"I't is washabl e, weat her-durable, and resistant to fire, ml dew,
chem cals and fluids, including battery acid.

"Besi des the bonnet, it can also be fitted inside the vehicle's boot,
door panels, and floorboard for excellent sound-proofing effect,™
Gunaseker a sai d.

The conpany's general manager (nmarketing) Pandi an Vijayarengam sai d DAG
El ectrophoni ¢ had recei ved enquiries fromAnmerican, Australian, German
French, and Italian autonobile manufacturers to supply the product - to be
sold in the international market under the brand nane Vibramat - for their
vehi cl es.

"We are now having di scussions with representatives of two Japanese
aut onobi | e manufacturers, to supply the product as origi nal nmanufacturer's
equi prent. But these discussions are at an early stage.

"Through our website www. vi bramat.com we have al so received enquiries
for distribution rights in Sweden, Denmark, |celand and Norway," he said,
addi ng that the conpany was inviting distributors to market the product in
ot her Sout heast Asian countries.

On the global forecast for the product, DAG El ectrophonic's executive
di rector Toh Teck Boon said based on current trends in vehicle sales, the
conmpany expected turnover fromits exports to reach RMRO million within
the next three years.

"W expect sales in the local market to hit RV2 million by Decenber. In
a matter of tinme, we believe the Acoustic Shield will becone standard
fitting in all new vehicles sold in the country.

"Hence, annual sales for Ml aysia by the end of 2004 are conservatively
forecast at about RML5 million."

The conpany's products are being displayed until Sept 3, at the "Expo
Cintai Ml aysia 2000" exposition held at the Mal aysia I nternationa
Exhi bi ti on and Convention Centre in Kuala Lunpur.

Qunasekera added that the conpany al so specialised in two other areas -
audi o anplifiers and autonotive devi ces.

DAG Aut oi oni cs, a subsidiary of DAG El ectrophonic, is responsible for
devel opnent in these areas.

At present, a prototype of the E-Cool - an autonotive el ectronic control
devi ce is undergoing final testing.



Powered by the vehicle's battery, the product is designed to cool the
interior of the cab. The vehicle may be parked in the sun but the cab
stays cool

Thi s device, and another to automatically switch on the headlights when
visibility is poor, are slated for production in March.

Bot h products, which have patents pending, are the brainchild of
Gunasekera who said they represent "total electronic solutions to current
aut onoti ve probl ens”.

Located at the Shah Alam Industrial Park, DAG El ectrophonic, which was
i ncorporated in August 1998, has a paid-up capital of RML.3 million. A
funds are internally generated.

Qunasekera said the conpany was in the process of restructuring, with a
view to seeking a listing on the Kuala Lunmpur Stock Exchange in 2002.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has given the country a
vision to work towards technol ogi cal advancenent.

"We believe that through our innovative and state-of-the-art Ml aysi an-
made products which enpl oy cost-effective materials and production
met hods, we can hel p propel the country towards achieving that vision,"
sai d GQunasekera
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