27/ 11/ 2000

Akar del egat es gi ve Pandi kar mandate to decide party's fate

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Del egates to the ninth Angkatan Keadi | an Rakyat
(Akar) annual congress here today passed a notion to give its president
Dat uk Pandi kar Amin Miulia the mandate to decide the future of the party.

Wth the mandat e, Pandi kar, who is Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Department, now have sol e power to deci de whet her to di ssol ve the party or
continue to let it exist.

When the notion was put to a vote, only 12, including the party's deputy
presi dent Datuk George Sangkin, of the 300 del egates did not support it.

Prior to the congress, it was specul ated that del egat es woul d nost
likely decide to dissolve the party and that nmenbers join other BN
component parti es.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after the congress yesterday, Pandikar
said he was not in a hurry to make a deci sion.

"What ever deci sion | nake nust not only benefit Akar menbers but al so
for the good of the Barisan Nasional," he said.

He al so said that he had discussed with Prine M nister and BN chai r man
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad about Akar's future and its position as one
of the nine BN conponent parties in Sabah.

"He sai d what ever decision | take nust be for the greater benefit of the
BN, " he said.

Fornmed in 1989, Akar is the ol dest BN conponent party nmenber after the
Li beral Denocratic Party.

Pandi kar sai d Akar had achi eved its key objective of ensuring that the
State remai ned under BN rul e.
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