10 JAN 2000
Al'i - Proposal
ALL FIVE DI VI SI ONS | N MELAKA SUPPORT NO CONTEST PROPCSAL

MELAKA, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Al the five Umo divisions in Melaka wll
nom nate Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad for the party
presi dency and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi for
t he deputy presidency.

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhanmed Ali Rustam said the divisions
wer e heedi ng the Umo Supreme Council's (M) advice that there be no
contest for the top two posts.

"The Mel aka Umo Liaison Comittee net on Jan 5 to discuss the proposal
and decided to fully support the stand that there be no contest for these
two posts,” he told reporters today.

Mohamed Ali, who is state Umo chief, was speaking to reporters after
attendi ng the Hari Raya open house of Mel aka State Assenbly Speaker Dat uk
Amid Nordin in Bachang here.

"We di scussed thoroughly the MI"s advice and all nenbers of the |iaison
conmittee and division heads supported the idea that the posts shoul d not
be contested,” he said.

"W support the no-contest proposal because we do not want the party to
be split, and all five divisions including the grassroots in Ml aka support
the MI"s advice," he said.

A contest would split the party |Iike what had happened in the past and
such rifts would take tinme to nmend, he said.

Such probl emrs woul d weaken and destabilise the party, especially since
the party el ection would be held soon (in Muy) after the general election,
he said.

Mohamed Ali said it was not necessary for the top two posts to be
cont ested because Umo nmenbers supported the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and
Abdul | ah.

Abdul | ah was capabl e of hel ping Dr Mahathir to tackle the chall enges
ahead as he had proven hinself since being appointed the Deputy Prine
M ni ster, he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Am d, who is Kota Mel aka Umo division chief, said the
di vi si on supported the MI's stand because the two | eaders had been accepted
even at the grassroots |evel.

H s view was shared by Jasin division chief Datuk Seri Abu Zahar I snin.

Abu Zahar said Mel aka Umo had al so decided that the five divisions
nom nate only Mohanmed Ali for re-election to the M.

In the last party election, Melaka had two candi dates for MI seats --
Mohanmed Ali and fornmer Chief Mnister the |ate Datuk Seri Mhanmed Zin Abdul
Ghani -- and both were el ected.
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