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Al'l said and done, Puteri Umo is here to rejuvenate party i nmage

Nur ai na Sarmad

THE subj ect of Puteri Umo, it seens, is still being debated with nuch
fervour. The subject is not entirely cl osed because details on this new
novenent whose proposal for establishnment was endorsed by the Umo suprene
council on Monday have not been announced.

The proposal to set up Puteri Umo is one of the nost significant
deci sions the party has taken as Umo wi || now have three novenents within
it, inaddition to Wanita Umo and Penmuda Ummo.

So, it is not surprising that Umo menbers - men and wormen - are tal king
about it with discussions ranging fromani nated to very enotional.

"W have been so m srepresented by the Press," groaned a senior Wanita
Umo nmenber. She was referring to the "bad Press" Wanita Umo was getting
in the wake of news of the formation of this "baby novenent".

"You know, |I'ma nother and |'mnot so mak cik. And | knowwhat it is to
give birth to a baby. And forming Puteri Umo is just |ike having a baby.
How can we have mi sgi vi ngs?

"W have al ways fromthe start been supportive of this idea," she said.

In July, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced t he
formation of a new novenent, Puteri Umo, to attract young professi onal
worren into Umo.

The party felt that this group was not attracted to Wanita Umo which
had an "ol d" i mage about it.

Predi ctably, Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z and wonmen t ook
exception to this reference of "mak cik". It was learnt that sone party
| eaders later indicated to themthat it was not hi ng personal and was not a
deliberate attenpt to nmake a stereotype of the nmovenent. Some even
apol ogi sed.

Still, the controversy canme about regarding the formPuteri Umo would
be taking and the age limt.

It is no secret that many Wanita Umo | eaders disagreed with the
proposal by Azalina O hman Sai d, the young woman behi nd t he wor ki ng paper
on Puteri Umo.

It was originally suggested that the age linmt be 40 years and bel ow
But Wanita Umo suprenmps counter-proposed it to be 35 and bel ow.

Proposal s and count er-proposal s fol |l owed, suggesting a feeling that all
was not well.

But it was clear fromthe start that the party el ders wanted Puteri Ummo
to be set up but were quite aware of the disconfort this was causing. It
i s understood that the party suprene council needed tine to work out
details on the structure and age |imt agreeabl e by Wanita Umo.

Now that Puteri Umo will be on its own within the nmainstreamparty and
its | eader an automati c suprene council nmenber, Wanita Umo | eaders are
saying that well, you are on your own, baby.

"But that is not to say that we will not guide them We will if Puteri
Umo needs our help. After all this is all for the benefit of Umo and the
Mal ays," said a veteran Wanita | eader.

Its structure and age eligibility aside, howw Il Puteri Umo work? Wo
will be its menbers?

A Wanita Umo Menber of Parlianment felt that the novenent woul d be
attractive to wonmen i n urban areas, the section of populationthe party is
trying to attract.

She said it would be a pity if the movenent could only attract factory



workers in towns and cities because the main target are professionals who
can contribute to strengthening Umo.

Debating the nerits and denerits of form ng another novenment in the
party woul d now be nerely acadeni ¢ but an Umo nenber known to be vocal
felt that his view should be put on record.

He said the fact that the party decided on the formation of Puteri Umo
reflected the party s weakness and i nability to address thi s weakness.

"Why do we need Puteri Umo? To attract young wonen. So why do we need
anot her novenent to do that? Wy coul d not Wani ta Umo have done t hat ?
Because of its old unattractive i nage? That was the problem But that is
not the Vanita' s fault...the party shoul d take responsibility and shoul d
have done sonet hi ng about it.

"The fact that we need to formPuteri Umo shows that we have failed,"”
he said.

Perhaps. Puteri Umo is here to stay. Wiether or not there are excited
young wonen out there who are dying to join the novenent remains to be
seen.

Wani ta Umo has never been agai nst the setting up of this novenent. It
is easy to read Wanita Umo's earlier reaction to this proposal as a sense
of insecurity ontheir part. Say that to a Wanita | eader or an ordi nary
menber and you'll know why the nen don't ness with them Trust ne. | have
seen howthe (Umo) men talk to them Wth nuch def erence and not because
they are ol d.

"They have contributed so nuch. The party owes it to the Wanita for all
t hat we have achi eved," sai d a young Umo menber.

A Wanita | eader said that Umo was denocratic and denocracy call ed for
debate and criticisns too. "That was what we did...just gave our views on
how best Puteri Umo can exist."

The party is confident that the establishment of Puteri Umo will bring
benefits to Umo. Many Wanita Umo | eaders are too even if sone have been
hurt by all that has happened.

"Of course we want to see it work,
"W are after all, famly."

said a veteran Wani ta Umo nenber.

( END)
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