19/ 12/ 2000

Al l -round support for DPM s cal

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Various organi sations, comunity | eaders and
politicians today cane i n support of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ' s
clarion call that the different comunities put an inmediate halt to
unr easonabl e demands.

They agreed with the Deputy Prime M nister that unity, which had been
careful ly nurtured for decades, shoul d not be j eopardi sed by t hose seeki ng
to advance their own interests.

Federati on of Peninsular Malay Students (GPMS) president Datuk Suhai m
| brahi msai d t oday t he movenent accept ed Abdul | ah' s advi ce and expressed
hope that other parties would al so do so

"W al so want a peaceful and harnoni ous country. W strive to avoid
tensions. But the question is whether Suqgiu (Ml aysi an Chi nese
Organi sati ons El ecti on Appeal s Conmittee) will al so accept the advice,"
Suhai m said, adding that Suqiu had yet to withdrawits demands.

He said GPMS want ed Suqi u to accept Abdul | ah' s advi ce.

Suhai m said the matter could be resolved if both sides withdrewtheir
demands, adding that if Suqiu did not do so within a nonth, GPMS woul d go
ahead wi th t he proposed "Gat heri ng of 100, 000 Mal ays" at Bukit Jalil,
whi ch he said woul d be a show of Malay solidarity.

Yest erday, Abdul | ah urged | eaders of different comunities to "heal the
fissures" by putting a halt to unbridl ed demands and political posturing
before these result in aracial confrontation

"Demands and count er-denmands have been nmade. Denonstrations have been
hel d and enoti ons have run high. This nust all stop,"” Abdullah had said
when opening the Sixth Wrld Federati on of Foochow Associ ati ons
conventi on.

Federati on of Chi nese Associ ati ons Mal aysi a president Tan Sri Chong Chin
Shoong appealed to all | eaders in the country that whatever was said
shoul d not danage the nation's racial harnony.

"We nust exercise restraint in what we say and bear in mnd that we nust
uphol d t he basi c fundanental that we shoul d avoi d di scussi ng sensitive
i ssues in the open,"” Chong said.

Chong sai d denocracy needed to be practised in a manner that did not
have a negative effect on social discipline, racial harnony and political
stability.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said all parties concerned
shoul d heed Abdul | ah' s advi ce

He said the advice was very good and tinmely and urged | eaders of the
different communities to put aside their differences and work for the
betterment of the people.

"l think Abdul |l ah's advice nust be accepted by all groups who shoul d
take time to cool off.

"Their continued actions are detrinental to the country inthat it could
wel | scare off not only foreign investors but al so | ocals who may choose
to put their noney in nore peaceful countries," he said.

A nenber of the National Unity Advisory Panel, Datuk Lee Lam Thye, said
t he advi ce given by Abdull ah was tinely.

"I't makes a | ot of sense and shoul d be heeded by all races. Every
Mal aysi an who cares and | oves this country should be committed to raci al
har mony, " he sai d.

Chi nwoo Feder ati on of Ml aysi a presi dent Chong Tho Chin sai d everyone



shoul d "cool down".

Mal aysi an Yout h Council president Saifuddin Abdul | ah sai d the counci
felt that the i ssue had been resolved with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s statenent that the Governnent coul d not accept Sugiu's
demands as it was tantanount to abolishing Malay rights.

He said al t hough t he demands by a "part of the Chi nese community" had
not been retracted, it was the council's viewthat they (the demands)
woul d fade away by thensel ves.

"Wth the condition that they are not harped on. If thereis a need to
di scuss the demands, let it be done rationally, calmy and wi sely.

"At the same tinme, Ml ays and Bum put eras shoul d not increase their
special rights. Their special rights are protected by the Federa
Constitution.”

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Senator Zai nal Ranpak said the
Federal Constitution shoul d be respected and excessi ve denands shoul d not
be made. "W shoul d not denmand anyt hing (excessive). W have j ust
experienced an econom ¢ downt urn when 160, 000 were retrenched. "

I n Penang, Gerakan national wanita chief Datuk Kee Phai k Cheen urged al
parties to "ease of f" froma public debate over Sugiu's requests.

She said an ami cabl e sol ution on the i ssue coul d be achi eved t hrough
constructive di scussi ons.

I n 1 poh, Barisan Nasi onal conponent parties in Perak | auded Abdul | ah's
call. State Umo Youth chief Janal Nasir Rasdi said racial demands shoul d
not be nade into an i ssue which could be bl own out of proportion

He sai d what was demanded by raci al groups shoul d not even be consi dered
as this would | ead to demands from ot her groups.

Gerakan deputy secretary-general Datuk Chang Ko Youn said sensitive
raci al and religious i ssues shoul d be di scussed qui etly through a proper
forumand not in an open debate as now.

Open debates, he said, were bound to stir enmptions and this could be
exploited by certain irresponsibl e people.

"What we need to do nowis concentrate our energy in hel ping the econony
recover and not bicker over such issues.”

I n Serenban, Negri Senbilan Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry
presi dent Datuk Tan Ki mChong sai d conmunity | eaders, politicians and the
nmedi a shoul d stop maeki ng public any denmands touchi ng on racial issues.

He said such demands, in particular those made by Suqgi u, shoul d be
di scussed privately between the committee and t he Gover nnent .

"The Governnent, which has its own policies with regard to such nmatters
can during the discussions, reject any denmands it feels cannot be
accept ed.

"l support the call by Abdull ah that these matters shoul d not be t hrown
to the public view, " Tan said.

Negri Senbil an I ndi an Chamber of Conmerce and I ndustry president Dr
T. V. K. Bal akri shnan sai d he supported Abdul I ah's call to put the issueto
rest.

I n Kuching, Sarawak National Party secretary-general Justine Jinggut
said all conmunities should be willing to sacrifice for the sake of unity,
sayi ng that denands whi ch were i npossible to neet would | ead to chaos.

"We cannot afford to see Mal aysi a, which has been enjoying stability and
peace for over 40 years, be destroyed by such denmands," he said.

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak vi ce-president Peter Runin urged groups not to
rai se i ssues that could affect the nation's peace and prosperity.

"W have been living in peace all this while and so let's maintainit."

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Sabah Umo i nfornati on chi ef Datuk Kari mCGhani said
racial unity was inportant for the nation

"Everyone nust contribute towards racial unity ... if not, we will all



be at the losing end. This is the only country we have and we nust uphol d
unity," Karim said.

I n Kual a Terenggnu, Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang sai d racial harnony
was i nportant to all races.

"W accepted this fact as tol erance of other races is called for by
Islam In fact, Islamhas led a nmulti-racial society for over 1,900 years
since the birth of the religion.

"We have al so studied the country's history. Wiere Pas was strong, the
racial riots of May 13 did not occur,” he said.

( END)
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