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Al stomsaid to be scouting for rail-based projects here

Franci s Fer nandez

ALSTOM SA, the world's largest nmaker of trains and train equi pment with
annual sales over 20 billion euros (1 euro = RM3.33), is said to be
scouting for megarail-based projects in Ml aysi a.

After successfully netting several major rail projects in Asia in the
|l ast two nonths, Alstomhas turned its attention to Mal aysia, according to
i ndustry sources.

In August, Al stomsecured a US$21-mllion (US$1 = RM3.80) Tai peh netro
project in Taiwan where it will supply train control systens for the
Tucheng ext ensi on.

Early | ast nonth, Al stomwas chosen for the 20-km Bangkok train project
as a partner and also to provide electrical, mechani cal equi pnent and
mai nt enance services for ten years.

Al stom s portion of the 25-year contract is said to be worth around 225
mllion euros

Al stom has offices in well over 70 countries, and its rail division in
Mal aysi a has been in existence for about four years. The division was set
up to facilitate Alstom s involvenent in Malaysia's light rail transit
(LRT) project.

Alstomis said to have been involved in the signaling systemportion of
the LRT works. But with conpletion of the project, the French conpany has
had a dry spell in Ml aysia.

The conpany's officials confirmits involvenent in the LRT project but
declined to reveal the value of the contract, which industry sources said
at well above RMLOO million.

The officials said Alstomis now | ooking at various options but they did
not comment further. Industry sources, however, clainmed that Al stom has
subm tted proposals for a newrail-related business in Mlaysia.

The rail sector in Malaysia is poised for a major boomif the proposa
for a US$2.5 billion (US$1 = RVMB.80) trans Asia rail network |inking
Si ngapore, Ml aysia, Thailand, Laos and China is inplemented.

The Cabi net has given its nod for the 5,513-kmrail |ink proposal, and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamuad is expected to subm t
reconmendati ons on the project on Novenber 24 at the Asean sumit in
Si ngapor e.

Meanwhi |l e, the Transport Mnistry has also indicated that it is in
favour of using high-powered trains for the governnent-owned KTM Bhd
(KTMB) to pronote cargo transportation by rail, if they are economcally
vi abl e.

H gh on Alstoms list is said to be the YTL Corp Bhd-control |l ed express
rail link project and KTMB, which is believed to be | ooking at ways to
expand its rail cargo business.

The conpany's officials, however, declined to confirmor deny if it had
subm tted any new proposals but maintained that Alstomis here to stay in
Mal aysi a.

O her than making train and train equi pnent, Al stomalso designs and
manuf actures infrastructure systens and conponents incl udi ng power
generati on.

Last year, the company secured a contract from Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd to
build the RVWZ-billion 2, 100MN Manj ung power plant in Perak through its
unit, Al stom Export Sdn Bhd.

The | ocal l y-i ncorporated conpany is a unit of Al stom Power and Perenba



Constructi on Sdn Bhd.
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