20/ 11/ 2000

Al ternative source of news needed to counter biased reporting

THE d obal 2000-LID yesterday called for the establishnent of an
al ternati ve news source to counter bias reporting fromcertain news
servi ces agai nst Asia, Africa and other devel oping countri es.

The di scussi on bet ween t he del egat es and seni or editors fromMal aysi a
and African nations took place at two speci al sessions chaired by New
Straits Times Press executive director Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahmad and Chi ef
Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

The del egat es di scussed the aspirations of the various heads of State
and Governnent in seei ng nore bal anced reporting on devel opi ng nati ons.

They felt the dial ogue partners shoul d work on suitable nmechani sns for
t he exchange of news anbng news or gani sati ons i n devel opi ng economi es.

The editors al so subm tted several proposals at the di al ogue sessi on.

However, sources said | eaders were close to agreeing to use the Internet
as a nediumfor the exchange of news itens as "it is effective and cheap".

Heads of State and Gover nnent expressed stressed the need "for the news
organi sations to present reports fromour perspective to the world".

The | eaders are expected to announce their decision before the end of
t he di al ogue.

The decision to establish a news network and forgi ng cl ose co-operation
anong devel oping countries to fight the Western nedi a' s bi as reporting was
reached at the end of the d obal 2000- Southern Africa Di al ogue in Maputo
i n August.

At the neeting, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had
suggested that the Internet was the best option because it was not costly.

The fact that nmany mai nstream newspapers had gone online shoul d
facilitate the exchange of news between countries in Asia and Africa.
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