29/ 07/ 2000
“Anpang Crawl' to becone a run

Patri ck Sennyah
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The infanmous "Ampang Crawl " is finally going to
becone a thing of the past, soon.

On Jan 1, the R34 nmillion Anpang-Kual a Lunmpur el evat ed hi ghway is
expected to be opened to traffic.

The 7.4-Kkilonmetre highway is 92 per cent conpleted and the
concessionaire for the project, Projek Lintasan Kota Sdn Bhd, is now
discussing the toll rates with the Governnment, Wrks M nister Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vellu said today.

"Once the highway is opened, notorists will be able to travel fromJal an
Tun Razak to Anpang in about four minutes, conpared to the present 40
m nutes," he said after visiting the project site.

The hi ghway begins at Wsma Denmark on Jal an Amrpang, near the junction

with Jalan Sultan Ismail, and ends near Tanan Anpang Utama (goi ng al ong
t he banks of the Sungai Kel ang and Sungai Ampang).
Interchanges will be built at Jalan Sultan Ismail, Tun Razak, Keranat,

U u Kel ang and Anpang.

The el evat ed hi ghway provides notorists with dual three-|ane
carriageways fromthe Jalan Sultan Ismail interchange to the Keranat
i nt erchange and dual two-1lane carriageways fromthe Keramat interchange
all the way to the Anpang i nterchange.

Samy Vel lu al so assured notorists that the toll rates for the hi ghway,
whi ch was earlier delayed by 19 nonths because of the econonic downturn
woul d be "peopl e-oriented" and not burden notorists.

"The concessionaires have been awarded a 33-year concession while sone
30, 000 vehicles are expected to use the highway daily," he said.

However, he said the concessionaires had deci ded not to open the hi ghway
to lorries above 40 tonnes and notorcycl es and bicycl es.

About 150 squatter fam lies and 30 houses fromthe Kanpung Baru and
Taman Keramat areas were relocated at a cost of RML45 nmillion to nmake way
for the project.

There will be only one toll plaza | ocated at Jal an Datuk Keramat. The
pl aza wi Il have manual |anes and six electronic |anes.

O her facilities on the highway include energency tel ephone system
vari abl e nessage signages, closed circuit television nonitors, traffic
control roomand electronic toll collection.

Samy Vellu also later visited residents in the Datuk Keramat area who
were recently hit by fl oods.

He said the Cabi net had agreed two weeks ago to pay conpensation
totalling nmore than RMB million to residents fromthe Datuk Keranmat area
and those fromthe Kanpung Baru, Pantai and Pandan areas.

"(Prime Mnister) Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had personal ly agreed
to the conpensati on and we expect to pay the affected residents who total
about 1,800 soon."

In an effort to ensure there was no recurrence of flooding in Keranat
and Kampung Baru, he said the Drainage and Irrigation Departnent woul d
build two punp houses in the area.
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