21/ 07/ 2000
“Unite Mal ays and prevent them frombecom ng devi ants

reports on "Kedah Umo Convention 2000" by Zubai da Abu Bakar

UWMNO | eaders nmust take the responsibility to reunite the Mal ays and
prevent themfrom becom ng deviants and blindly supporting Pas, party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d t oday.

He said the Mal ays had becone a confused |ot of late, follow ng various
incidents in the country, all of which clearly showed there was disunity.

"Umo | eaders shoul d not be too concerned with getting positions,
becom ng candi dates in elections,” he said when openi ng the Kedah Umo
conventi on here today.

Al so present at the two-day convention which started yesterday were Umo
vi ce-presidents Tan Sri Mihammad Muhammad Tai b and Tan Sri Muhyi ddin
Yassi n.

The Prime M nister said despite claimng to chanpion Islam Pas sonehow
had managed to garner support through various unlslam c neans.

Wil e Pas | abelled Umo nenbers infidels, the world, he said, recognised
Mal aysia as an |Islam c country.

Dr Mahathir said the Organisation of Islanic Conference, which Ml aysia
hel ped set up, recogni sed Mal aysia as a nodel Islamc nation and its
menbers were proud of Ml aysia's achi evenents.

"Pas al so continues to chanpion its plan to inplenent Islamic laws in
the country despite knowing very well this is something difficult to
achi eve. "

Anmong the O C nenber countries, he said, only Saudi Arabia was
i mpl ementi ng hudud and t his was possi bl e because the country had a 100 per
cent Muslimpopul ati on.

Dr Mahathir also said it was Umo and not Pas which was fighting the
holy war (jihad) as Umo struggled to inprove the livelihood of Muslins in
the country.

This is especially so in preparing Muslins to conpete with the other
races in the world, besides inproving their political, economc and soci al
st at us.

"These are Umo's struggles ... to strengthen the Muslins, at least in
the country by providing themw th know edge i ncl udi ng technol ogi ca
skills, increase their property ownership and econony so that they stand
at par with the other races,” he said.

Dr Mahathir stressed it was inportant for Muslins to be strong to gain
respect fromothers.

"If we are strong, we will not be oppressed |like the Bosnians, and the
world will respect us."

Dr Mahathir said the Malays were united under Umo until a splinter
group formed Pas.

Pas, he added, was actually a time-bonb planted by the British to split
the Mal ays after the plan to set up Malayan Union failed. "The Ml ays
shoul d be wary of this."

( END)
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