16/ 02/ 2000

Anwar - Sukrma trial: Reporters asked about 1997 news itens

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Several l|local reporters testified in Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim s sodony trial today regarding their stories in 1997
relating to denials on sex allegation agai nst the sacked Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

The denials were reportedly made by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and former | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdu
Rahi m Noor

E. Sivabal an from Bernana said he wote a news story on Aug 24, 1997
entitled "No truth in letter alleging Anwar's involvenent in sex scandal,
says PM"

He said it was stated in the unpublished story that the Prime M nister
had said there was an attenpt to tarnish Anwar's inmage through allegations
that he was invol ved a sex scandal

Sivabal an said the Prime Mnister refuted the allegations, saying that
there was no truth in it and the case was considered cl osed after police
i nvestigations.

The witness was called by the defence in the case in which Anwar and his
adopt ed brot her busi nessman Sukna Dar mnawan Sasnitaat Madja are charged
wi th sodom sing forner driver Azizan Abu Bakar at the Tivoli Villas
apartment in Bangsar between January and March 1993.

Sukma is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azi zan who is the former driver of Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan Isnail, at the sanme tine and pl ace.

Questioned by | eadi ng counsel Christopher Fernando, Sivabalan said it
was stated in his story that the Prime Mnister said only a stupid person
woul d believe the allegations agai nst Anwar.

Si vabal an said the Prinme M nister spoke about the allegations at a Press
conference during which he said the whole i ssue was politically notivated.
The next journalist who took the stand was A Kathiresan from The New
Straits Times who referred to his story entitled "I GP: All egations agai nst

Anwar basel ess” whi ch appeared on Sept 3, 1997.

Kat hi resan said the then |1 GP (Abdul Rahin) spoke at a Press conference
in Penang in conjunction with his visit to the island.

Among ot her things, Abdul Rahimsaid the allegations agai nst Anwar were
false and a forner police officer was allegedly involved in the matter,
Kat hi resan sai d.

Asked by Fernando, the journalist denied m squoting Abdul Rahimin his
story.

Two journalists fromU usan Mel ayu Mal aysi a Berhad, Mariam Mat Zin and
Yahaya Ahmad, were asked about their stories entitled Fitnahkan Anwar
bernmotif politik - PM (Sl ander on Anwar notivated by politics) and
Penyebar khabar angi n patut ditenbak (Runobur nongers shoul d be shot) which
appeared in Utusan Ml aysia and M ngguan Ml aysia on Aug 25 and 28, 1997,
respectively.

Both of themread their stories in court after being asked to do so by
Fer nando.

Yahaya agreed with Fernando (who referred to excerpts fromhis story)
that the Prime Mnister had said that those who sl ander "should be shot”

He said the Prime Mnister told the Press conference that such people
did not care about the country, but thensel ves.

Yahaya said the Prime Mnister also denied that Anwar had resigned as



the Finance M nister and he (the Prinme Mnister) had taken over the
Fi nance M ni stry.
To anot her question, Yahaya said the Prine Mnister said this in the
context of the drop in share prices on the Kuala Lunpur Stock Exchange
Earlier, Bandaraya Devel opment Bhd property officer Tan Seng Kooi said
he noticed "extensive" renovati on work being done in an apartnent at
Tivoli Villas belonging to Sukma.
Tan said the renovati on work was confined to the master bathroom and
there was no carpet or bed when he visited the apartnent in January 1993.
To a question, Tan said nobody was staying in the apartnment then.
Heari ng conti nues.
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